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APPROVED TACHOGRAPH CENTRE SPECIAL NOTICE
SN – 4-2008
Issued August 2008
Designated Managers (DMs) must read and understand the content of this Special Notice (SN) and sign to that effect in the box below.

DMs must also ensure all Nominated Technicians (NTs) are issued with this Special Notice, read and understand its contents and sign to confirm they have read and understood its contents. 
DMs are required to keep the signed Special Notices in the rear of the Approved Tachograph Centre Manual which should always be available for reference. 
All NTs must sign in the boxes below to confirm that they have read and understood the contents of this Special Notice.  
These Special Notices may be requested by VOSA staff for inspection during routine visits.
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……………………………..
To all Designated Managers and Nominated Technicians in Analogue and Digital approved centres.
The last Special Notice was:    3-2008 June 2008
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Item 1: Stoneridge MK II software
Stoneridge have issued an update version of the software for the MK II programmer, the software version is now V3.00. Centres using the MK II programmer should contact Stoneridge to ensure they have the latest software version installed on their programmer.
Item 2: Hino 300 Series Sealing Requirements
Centres need to ensure that both the sender and the right angle adaptor are sealed when fitting a tachograph to a Hino 300 Series vehicle. The sender requires sealing with wire and a lead seal to the right angle adaptor, and the right angle adaptor which is held into the gearbox by a fork retaining plate and securing bolt must also be sealed to the gearbox to prevent removal. A technical bulletin detailing the sealing requirements for this vehicle is available via the Stoneridge website or by emailing Tony.Close@harris-hino.co.uk.
Item 3: Tachograph Calibration Fees
In 2007 VOSA commissioned a timing exercise to be completed on the time taken to perform the calibration and periodic inspection work performed by the centres. Subsequent to the timing exercise a revision of the fees is being consulted on using the timing exercise results as the basis of the paper. 

Due to the fact that one of the options being considered is the possible de-regulation of tachograph calibration fees which constitutes a substantial change in policy, VOSA is required to conduct a formal consultation with all parties affected. 

This consultation will be conducted in line with the Government's Code of Practice on Written Consultation – details of which can be found at http://bre.berr.gov.uk/regulation/documents/consultation/pdf/code.pdf.

VOSA is distinctly aware of the prolonged period this work has taken to date, but would like to thank Tachograph Centre managers for their patience, as this process will ensure that an appropriate decision will be made and that all factors affecting the cost of calibration will be included in the consultation.
Designated managers will be made aware of the publication of the consultation documents as soon as they are published.
Item 4: Tachograph centre sponsorship
Following recommendations made by the Office of Fair Trading in 2005, Centres are reminded that sponsorship was removed from the tachograph scheme. 
This means that all Approved Tachograph Centres are classed as independent and are now supported by one of the Technical Support Organisations. A centre may change its support organisation provided a new technical support letter is forwarded to the Tachograph Administration Team in VOSA Swansea, so that the database can be updated and an appropriate replacement GV209 can be issued.
As a result, the approval of a Centre can only be granted or removed by VOSA. 
Item 5:  Fitment of Tachographs Presented by Vehicle Owners
Where a separate (unfitted) tachograph is presented with a vehicle for installation, or offered for sale, a careful check must be made to ensure that the descriptive plaque is fitted and all parts of the head are correctly sealed with either the manufacturer’s or an Authorised Repair Centre’s seals, as listed in the ATCM (page 74, Section 7.4 e-i). 
Particular attention should be paid to second-hand heads to verify that they are legal units. If in doubt contact your local VOSA Area Enforcement Office for advice.
Item 6:  Fitment of tachographs of foreign origin
Tachograph centres may fit tachograph heads which have been repaired by an Authorised Tachograph Repair Workshop of any other EU Member State. Where the repairers sealing number is not listed within the ATCM written confirmation must be supplied with the tachograph head giving the repairers name, address, EU Member State approval number/ identity mark and confirming that the head has been repaired and checked to ensure it is in conformance with the regulations. The documentation provided must then be kept with the installation inspection records for a minimum of 6 years. 
Item 7: Digital Tachograph Fitment for GM Hummer H2
VOSA acceptance has been given to a mechanical adaptor that has been developed to allow the fitment of a digital tachograph to GM Hummer H2 limousines. Information regarding the supply and fitment of this unit is available by contacting; Limo Engineering UK Ltd, Unit 9, Fulcrum 1, Solent Way, Whiteley, Hampshire, PO15 7FE or via email limoengineering@btconnect.com
Issued by Colin Morris
Colin Morris
Tachograph Calibration Scheme Project Engineer
On behalf of 

Chris Dormand

Tachograph and Road Speed Limiter Schemes Manager
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