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APPROVED TACHOGRAPH CENTRE SPECIAL NOTICE
SN 2-2006
Issue April 2006
Designated Managers (DMs) must read and understand the content of this Special Notice (SN) and sign to that effect in the box below.

DMs must also ensure all Nominated Technicians (NTs) are issued with this Special Notice, read and understand its contents and sign to confirm they have read and understood its contents. 
DMs are required to keep the signed Special Notices in the rear of the Approved Tachograph Centre Manual which should always be available for reference. 
All NTs must sign in the boxes below to confirm that they have read and understood the contents of this Special Notice.  
These Special Notices may be requested by VOSA staff for inspection during routine visits.
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……………………………..
To all Designated Managers and Nominated Technicians in Analogue and Digital approved centres.
The last Special Notice was:    1–2006 issued March 2006.
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Item 1
: Mandatory Fitment of Digital Tachographs
On 11 April, the Official Journal of the European Union published Reg (EC) No 561/2206. This introduces changes to drivers’ hours rules, which come into effect in April 2007.

An additional result of this is that 20 days after publication of the document, is the date upon which it is mandatory to fit a digital tachograph to newly registered vehicles.

Therefore, as of the 1st May 2006, any newly registered vehicle requiring a tachograph to be fitted, must be fitted with a digital tachograph.
Please display the attached notice on your notice board.
Item 2: Download Equipment Requirements
At present it is not a requirement for the tachograph centre to hold download equipment. However, the previous Special Notice, Issue March 2006, stipulated that it will be necessary for all digital tachograph centres to hold approved Download equipment after the mandatory fitment date for digital tachographs (now confirmed to be the 1st May). 
This is no longer the case. All digital tachograph centres will be required to hold download equipment from the 1st June 2006.
Item 3: Vehicle Registration Format for Digital Tachographs
It has been highlighted recently that no consistent approach has been adopted for entering the vehicle registration number into the tachograph. For the benefit of analysis and downloading data, could all technicians please enter the registration number without spaces and ensure that all question marks are deleted.

e.g. CD06MAY is ACCEPTABLE

       CD06 MAY is NOT ACCEPTABLE

       CD06 MAY????? Is NOT ACCEPTABLE

Item 4: Special Notice Information

Could Designated Managers please ensure that Nominated Technicians receive the Special Notice quickly, upon its receipt at the tachograph centre. This is particularly important in the current climate as changes to the European legislation affecting the tachograph scheme often require implementation shortly after publication of the legislation.

Chris Dormand
Chris Dormand
Tachograph and Speed Limiter Scheme Manager
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