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This leaflet is available to download at:
http://lwww.vosa.gov.uk/
overloading-hgv

Visit our websites:

for commercial customers
www.businesslink.gov.uk/transport

for private motorists
www.direct.gov.uk

for corporate information
www.dft.gov.uk/vosa

Contact us:

E-mail
cftrteam@vosa.gov.uk

National Number
0300 123 9000

A8 saving lives, safer roads, cutting crime, protecting the environment
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Vehicle & Operator Services Agency

Overloading

(the basics)

An executive agency of the
Department for

Transport
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overloading.--

VOSA may prohibit
your vehicle and
prevent it from

moving U

the load has been
oved or removed

The effects of overloading a vehicle:

P It makes the vehicle less stable, difficult to
steer and take longer to stop. Vehicles react
differently when the maximum weights which
they are designed to carry are exceeded. The
consequences can be fatal.

» Massive strain is put on vehicle tyres.
Overloading can cause the tyres to overheat

and wear rapidly which increases the chance of
premature, dangerous and expensive failure (such
as blow outs).

» Insurance cover is void. Overloading a vehicle
is illegal and therefore insurance cover can be
voided if the vehicle is involved in a crash.

P It causes excessive wear and damage to
roads, bridges and pavements at the expense of
the tax payer.

P It is unfair on other operators. Exceeding
weight limits is unfair competition as more load is
moved per journey.

» Fuel consumption increases when carrying
extra load, which will increase your costs.
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Legislation

The Road Traffic Act 1988 requires “vehicle users”
to ensure that vehicles are not overloaded.

The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use)
Regulations 1986 require that “all parts and
accessories and the weight distribution, packing
and adjustment of their loads shall be such that no
danger is likely to be caused to any person in or
on the vehicle or trailer or on the road.”

All companies have a ‘duty of care’ under the
Health and Safety at Work Act 1999 for the
safety of employees at work. This means that an
employer must do all they can to ensure the safety
of that driver, including having policies in place to
ensure that their vehicle is not overloaded. The Act
also places a duty of care on the employer to carry
out suitable risk assessments. The operator has a
moral and legal responsibility which is shared with
the driver of the vehicle.



