MINUTES OF THE SIXTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 10TH OCTOBER 2008

AT FIELDEN HOUSE, 13 LITTLE COLLEGE STREET, WESTMINSTER

Present:

Richard Faulkner
Chairman 




Chris Austin




David Brown




Ian Brown




Christopher Fildes




Gareth Jones




Mike Lamport




Howard Newby




Peter Ovenstone




Andrew Scott




Graham Smith




Jerry Swift




Catherine Wilson



Neil Butters  

Secretary

Zach Stamps

DfT

Apologies were received from John Gough, Andrew McNaughton, and Jonathan Pepler.

Congratulations were extended to Jerry Swift on his appointment to a new role within Network Rail – Head of Corporate Responsibility; also, to David Brown on the birth of a second daughter.

Dr Sharon Ellis had now left her post as Sponsorship Officer with DfT, to move to DEFRA.  Her replacement was Mike Ainsworth.  It was agreed that the Secretary should send a note of thanks to Sharon for all her very valuable work on the Committee’s behalf.

ACTION:
Secretary to send note of thanks to Sharon Ellis.
RHC 08/61

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th June were agreed.

RHC 08/62

MATTERS ARISING
RHC 08/30: National Memorial Arboretum (NMA), Alrewas – the Chairman was yet to visit.

RHC 08/32: Quintinshill disaster plaque, Larbert – it had been decided at Scottish Sub-committee not to press for designation.

RHC 08/34: Mutual Improvement Association plaque, Dundee – the Secretary had duly consulted Dr Paul Salveson, who had stated his belief that it was indeed unique.

RHC 08/48: LMS saloon no. DM 45029 – the Great Central Rly had stated that they would only be willing to take the vehicle were they to receive a substantial dowry from owner EWS.  Ian Brown suggested that TfL might be interested in acquiring the vehicle, and agreed to pursue this possibility.

ACTION:
Ian Brown to follow up within TfL the possibility of making a bid for the LMS saloon.

RHC 08/63

MEMBERSHIP
The Chairman was pleased to be able to report that he, David Brown, Gareth Jones, and Jonathan Pepler had been reappointed for a further term of three years.  (This would be the Chairman’s final term.)

The terms of office for five further members were due to come to an end in May 2009.  It would be necessary to review the appointments procedure before this date.  Zach Stamps agreed to take this forward.
The Chairman had written to Tom Harris MP, former Minister, expressing regret at his departure from the government.  It was agreed that a formal letter from the Committee be sent to Mr Harris expressing the thanks of the Committee for all he had done in its cause.

The new minister with responsibility for the Committee would be Lord (Andrew) Adonis.

The Chairman referred to the sad death of John Robinson, who had been a founder member of Artefacts Sub-committee – and indeed the Artefacts Working Group before it.

The Secretary reminded members that the term of office for all additional sub-committee members would come to an end on 31st December.  He agreed to bring a paper on this matter to the next meeting.

ACTION:
Zach Stamps to review appointments procedure.

Chairman to write to Tom Harris MP thanking him for all his work as Minister on behalf of the Committee.


Secretary to prepare paper on sub-committee membership for next meeting.

RHC 08/64

YGB ‘SEACOW’ WAGON No. DB 982896
This matter had now been back to Artefacts Sub-committee, who were entirely content with the amended designation.

RHC 08/65
DESIGNATION/DE-DESIGNATION: HEA WAGONS

Nos. 361917 AND 361159
No. 361159 had unfortunately been scrapped in error.  It was agreed to designate no. 361917 in its place, de-designating no. 361159.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue amended designation notice.

RHC 08/66
DESIGNATION: SIGNS AT LOWESTOFT AND GREAT YARMOUTH
It was agreed to designate  a. a large sign declaring ‘British Railways Lowestoft Central’, and  b. a combined double arrow and Red Star sign declaring ‘Great Yarmouth’.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notices.
RHC 08/67
DESIGNATION/DE-DESIGNATION: FLAP CLOCKS AT LONDON VICTORIA AND WATFORD JUNCTION
It was agreed to switch the designation of an NSE flap clock from that at Watford Junction to one at London Victoria.  The one at Victoria was in immaculate condition – and, unlike the one at Watford, showed seconds. 

ACTION:
Secretary to issue amended designation notice.

RHC 08/68
DESIGNATION: BUFFERS AT BRADFORD INTERCHANGE
It was agreed to designate all sets of buffers at Bradford Interchange station.  These were between 102 and 127 years old.  Originally hydraulic, they appeared to have been made by Ransomes & Rapier for the LYR for use at Bradford Exchange station.  It was thought that they had been converted to oil when moved to the new Bradford Interchange station in 1976.  Jerry Swift stated that buffers would remain in situ but that the oil would be removed and the buffers retracted.  Gareth Jones asked what would stop rusting.  Jerry Swift agreed to ask this question.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Jerry Swift to check on what steps would be taken to prevent rusting.

RHC 08/69
DESIGNATION: SKATEBOARDING, ETC SIGN AT SALISBURY
It was agreed to designate one of a number of BR signs at Salisbury declaring ‘Cycling, Skateboarding and Rollerskating Prohibited  By order of the British Railways Board’.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/70

DESIGNATION: NAMEPLATE T.C.B. MILLER MBE
It was agreed to designate a nameplate from Class 43 locomotive no. 43048 T.C.B. Miller MBE.
An accompanying plaque read: “As British Rail’s Chief Engineer for Traction & Rolling Stock, Terry Miller led the design team at Derby Railway Technical Centre which produced the High Speed Train (HST), the mainstay of long distance rail travel in the UK for 30 years.  The HST remains the standard by which other trains are judged.”

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/71
DESIGNATION: TAMWORTH LOW LEVEL AND BURY ST EDMUNDS YARD SIGNS
It was agreed to designate signalbox nameboard signs (one each) from Tamworth Low Level and Bury St Edmunds Yard.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notices.

RHC 08/72
DESIGNATION: PORTRAIT OF IK BRUNEL, BY BRIAN ORGAN
Mike Lamport stated his belief that this painting had been commissioned by Sir Peter Parker as part of the promotion of BR Western Region.  Although clearly it had not been painted contemporaneously, members agreed that it should be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/73

DESIGNATION: CLOCK AT LADYBANK


It was agreed that what appeared to be an original clock at Ladybank – built as an integral feature of the station – be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/74
DESIGNATION: ITEMS AT SLATEFORD SIGNALLING TRAINING CENTRE
It was agreed that an ensemble of signalling equipment at Slateford training centre be designated.  It was noted that the items concerned spanned a wide era of time, from pre-grouping days onwards.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/75
DESIGNATION: TYER’S TYPE F BLOCK INSTRUMENTS
It was agreed that two pairs of Tyer’s Type F block instruments be designated.  One pair was from Larbert North signalbox, the other from Plean Junction.  These were the last such working instruments on the network.

ACTION:

Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/76

DISPOSAL: YGB ‘SEACOW’ WAGON No. DB 982896
Members agreed to a proposal from EWS to dispose of the wagon to the NRM.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/77

DISPOSAL: HEA WAGON No. 361917
Members agreed to a proposal from EWS to dispose of the wagon to the NRM.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/78

DISPOSAL: 6 CM MODEL OF CLASS 86 No. 86316
Members agreed to a proposal from NR to dispose of the model to the NRM.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/79

DISPOSAL: 6 CM MODEL OF CLASS 310 DRIVING TRAILER
Members agreed to a proposal from NR to dispose of the model to the NRM.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

Note: the Chairman and Howard Newby declared an interest as Board Members of the National Museum of Science and Industry, and Andrew Scott as Director of the NRM..

RHC 08/80

PORTRAIT OF IK BRUNEL
It was agreed that BRBR be approached with a view to finding an appropriate new home for the painting.  Members felt that the Brunel Museum at Rotherhithe would be suitable.

ACTION:

Chairman and Secretary to approach BRBR as indicated.

RHC 08/81

RE–DISPOSAL: PAINTING BY NEILAND – Edinburgh
A revised disposal was agreed, from Edinburgh City Museums to NMS.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/82
DISPOSAL: ITEMS AT SLATEFORD SIGNALLING TRAINING CENTRE
Members agreed to a proposal from Babcock Rail (formerly First Engineering) to dispose of the items to  a. NMS, and  b. SRPS.  (Lists agreed.)

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
RHC 08/83

DISPOSAL: TYER’S TYPE F BLOCK INSTRUMENTS
Members agreed to a proposal from NR to dispose of the two pairs of instruments to  a. the Strathspey Rly; and  b. SRPS.
ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/84

DISPOSAL: EDINBURGH & GLASGOW RLY MILEPOSTS
Members agreed to a proposal from NR to dispose of three of the four remaining E&GR mileposts to  a. Glasgow Museum of Transport,  b. the NRM, and  c. SRPS.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/85

DISPOSAL: NAMEPLATES – NORTH STAR, HAYABUSA
Members agreed to a proposal from Porterbrook to dispose of the nameplates as follows: NORTH STAR – one to the NRM and one to STEAM, Swindon; HAYABUSA – to the NRM.  It was observed that there were other plates on the locomotive HAYABUSA. Jerry Swift agreed to talk to colleagues about these.

ACTION:

Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

Jerry Swift to talk to colleagues with regard to other plates on locomotive.

RHC 08/86

RAILWAY INDUSTRY NATIONAL ARCHIVE – RINA
Zach Stamps stated that the capital sum of £500,000 on offer from DfT would be available for use for one more year.  However, this was conditional upon 75% of the cost of a new facility being found from elsewhere.  Unfortunately, it now seemed that such funding was unlikely.  Jerry Swift stated that NR were continuing to look at the possibility of providing some limited form of public access to their new store at Clifton Moor.

RHC 08/87

EXTENSION OF SCOPE
Zach Stamps reported that 16 replies had been received from some 150 stakeholders approached.  The replies would go into DfT’s library for six months.

Recommendations resulting would go on to DfT’s website for three months.  The Chairman expressed the view that it had been an extremely well-conducted consultation.

RHC 08/88

DUTY OF CARE
The Chairman and Secretary had met Mike Ainsworth and Zach Stamps to discuss the question of duty of care toward designated items.  This was problematic since it would require a change to primary legislation, which was thought unlikely.  It had been agreed to keep the issue under review.

RHC 08/89

FINANCE
Budget
The Committee was running within budget.

Reimbursement of Expenses
Members welcomed a new system for payment of expenses, following a number of problems with the previous arrangements which had resulted in extensive delays at times.  Howard Newby asked whether it might be possible to issue warrants once more.  (Warrants had been issued when BR had been the sponsor.)  Zach Stamps agreed to look at this, albeit it he considered it unlikely that the current rules could be changed.

Attendance at Special Events
It was agreed that where members, or the Secretary, were invited to railway-related special events − when there would be public relations benefits for the Committee − they should consult the Chairman with regard to possible reimbursement of expenses.

ACTION:
Zach Stamps to look at case for travel warrants.

All members + Secretary: to consult with Chairman with regard to possible reimbursement of expenses when invited to special events.

RHC 08/90

SITTINGBOURNE & KEMSLEY LIGHT RLY
The Sittingbourne & Kemsley Rly had made a direct approach to the Chairman following notice to quit from owners M–Real.  The Chairman had paid a visit.  Although the – heritage – railway was not in scope, it was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister expressing concern.  Gareth Jones and Peter Ovenstone reported that an application had been made to list an important viaduct on the line.

ACTION:
Chairman to write to Minister expressing concern.

RHC 08/91

PUBLICITY
Annual Report 2007–08
Members expressed their pleasure with the new Annual Report.  It was now in course of distribution.

Possible book about work of Committee
The Secretary had spoken with the owner of Nostalgia Publishing, at an event in Bath.  An author had yet to be found.

Article for Railway Magazine
The Chairman stated that this was still in train.

Article for RAIL Magazine
The Secretary was still waiting to hear from Nigel Harris, Editor of RAIL.

Distribution of Leaflets
Howard Newby suggested the possibility of distributing Committee leaflets at the Warley National Model Railway Exhibition.  (Due to take place 22nd–23rd November.)  The Secretary agreed to pursue this.

Chairman’s Visit to French National Railway Museum, Mulhouse
The Chairman had duly handed over the nameplate André Chapelon on 27th June.

ACTION:
Secretary to pursue possibility of distributing leaflets at Warley National Model Railway Exhibition.

RHC 08/92

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
The Secretary had attended a number of events and made a number of visits, including the following: 

· Highland Regional Council reception in Inverness, in honour of Inverness & Aberdeen 150th celebrations

· Unveiling of plaque in honour of above at Elgin

· Glenfinnan Station Museum

· First Great Western/Heart of Wessex Community Rail Partnership event at Yeovil Pen Mill

· Yeovil Railway Centre

· Northern Rail event at Liverpool Edge Hill

· NR workshop at Bristol Temple Meads.

The Secretary was thanked for his report, which was noted.

RHC 08/93

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at the NRM on 4th July were noted.

Members noted that EWS rebranding was likely.  Graham Smith agreed to consider the matter and talk to the Secretary.  Signs at Wembley especially might be worthy of consideration.  It was agreed that the matter be considered at the next meeting of Artefacts Sub-committee.

ACTION:
Graham Smith to consider matter of EWS signage as indicated.

Secretary to schedule matter for consideration at next meeting of Artefacts Sub-committee.

RHC 08/94

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th July at ATOC were noted.

RHC 08/95

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at the Cairngorm Mountain Railway on 14th August were noted.

RHC 08/96

FUTURE MEETINGS
It was agreed that meetings in 2009 would be held on the following dates: 13th February, 

26th June, 9th October, and 11th December.  It was suggested that the June meeting be held at the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry, with the rest held in London.

ACTION:
Secretary to arrange bookings.

RHC 08/97 

BLUEBELL RAILWAY
Howard Newby referred to a report in Steam Railway with regard to protecting the formation of the Ardingly branch from Horsted Keynes to Haywards Heath.  It was agreed that the Secretary follow up to see whether there might be any prospect of utilising the branch, if ever reconstructed, for the purpose of housing large items − in particular electric multiple unit.

ACTION:
Secretary to pursue as indicated.

There was no further business.
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