FROM LORD FAULKNER OF WORCESTER


The Rt Hon The Lord Adonis

Minister of State

Department for Transport 

Great Minster House
76 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DR
25 October 2008
The Sittingbourne and Kemsley Light Railway (SKLR) 
The Railway Heritage Committee has a duty to offer advice to the minister on railway heritage issues.  This is not something we do often, but there is currently an urgent matter to which we need to draw your attention.  This is the threat facing the Sittingbourne and Kemsley Light Railway (SKLR).

Your official, Zach Stamps, was present at the recent meeting of the RHC when this matter was discussed, and he will no doubt be able to make his own report to you on what was said.

Committee members considered a comprehensive briefing paper on the subject, and rather than repeat here the various points contained in it, I enclose a copy for your consideration.

I should add that Derek Wyatt, as the local constituency MP, has been actively involved and offered to visit the new Finnish owners in Helsinki.  His efforts, like everyone else’s thus far, have been rebuffed.  A copy of this goes to him.
Could I engage your interest in this matter?  I am sure that a ministerial intervention – possibly involving the Finnish ambassador in London – could do nothing but good.
With kindest regards,

Richard Faulkner
Chairman, Railway Heritage Committee 
House of Lords London SW1A 0PW

Telephone: 020 7219 8503 Facsimile 020 7219 1460

Email: faulknerro@parliament.uk

