MINUTES OF THE SIXTY-FOURTH MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 26TH JUNE 2009

AT THE GAINSBOROUGH HOUSE HOTEL, BEWDLEY HILL, 

KIDDERMINSTER  DY11 6BS
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DfT



Richard Faulkner
Past Chairman

Mins 09/27–09/52



Andrew Scott

Past Member
The Chairman welcomed Helen Ashby to her first meeting.  Also, Richard Faulkner – past Chairman, and Andrew Scott – past member; and Ian McBrayne and Mike Ainsworth, DfT.

Apologies were received from David Brown, Mike Lamport, Andrew McNaughton, Jonathan Pepler, and Graham Smith.

RHC 09/25

CHAIRMANSHIP OF COMMITTEE
Richard Faulkner had resigned as Chairman immediately upon his appointment as a Lord in Waiting in the Whips’ Office and he had asked Peter Ovenstone (as Deputy Chairman), to undertake the role of Acting Chairman.  Formally an appointment by the Royal Household, Richard now spoke on behalf of Lord Adonis, Secretary of State for Transport, in the House of Lords; and also, from time to time, on Welsh matters, and energy and climate change.  DfT had advised that the appointment of an Acting Chairman should be properly confirmed by a recorded minute of the Committee.)

Peter Ovenstone therefore asked Howard Newby to take the chair of the meeting for this item of business.

Howard agreed to do so accordingly, and proposed the nomination of Peter Ovenstone as Acting Chairman, and asked if there were any further nominations.  No other nomination was made and Peter Ovenstone, the Deputy Chairman, was elected unanimously.
Peter Ovenstone resumed the chair as Acting Chairman and took the opportunity to state that he was not minded to stand for appointment as the new Chairman for a full term of office.  He was however very happy to take on the role as Acting Chairman.

Ian McBrayne stated that an Acting Chairman could only undertake this role for a limited period of time.  A new Chairman, to serve a full three-year term of office, would have to be appointed in due course following advertisement and an open competition − according to the procedures prescribed by OCPA, the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments.

This would not however debar any existing member of the Committee – other than those who formally were representative members – from putting their hat into the ring.

The Acting Chairman observed that Richard Faulkner had been a first class Chairman.  In recognition of his achievement and skilled leadership, a presentation would be made to Richard later in the day.

RHC 09/26

OTHER MEMBERSHIP ISSUES

The Acting Chairman was pleased to note the reappointment of Mike Lamport, Andrew McNaughton, Graham Smith, and Jerry Swift for a further three years (to 31st May 2012).

The Secretary drew to attention the fact that the Acting Chairman, Chris Austin, Ian Brown, Christopher Fildes, Howard Newby, and Catherine Wilson were all due to retire on

19th November 2010.  All but Chris Austin and Ian Brown would have served for the maximum 10 years.  Howard Newby observed that the Committee Chairman together with all three sub-committee chairmen would have gone within the next 18 months, which would not only be a serious loss of expertise to the Committee but also represent a potential lack of continuity in direction.  This was clearly a matter of concern.

Ian McBrayne stated that he would  draw the attention of OCPA to this situation.  Gareth Jones expressed the view that the recruitment process should start well in advance, if it were indeed that case that the Committee would have to lose all these people.

Sub-committee membership: it was agreed that Jonathan Pepler be appointed to Scottish Sub-committee – following the retirement of former RSC Chairman John Gough, and that Andrew Scott be appointed to continue to serve on Artefacts Sub-committee.  The Acting Chairman thanked Andrew Scott for all that he had done on behalf of the main committee.

RHC 09/27

DfT TEAM
Ian McBrayne stated that Mike Ainsworth was now the formal first point of contact for the Committee.  Colin Davey and Jeff Pearce would be joining the meeting later.

RHC 09/28

NEW ROLE FOR RICHARD FAULKNER
Richard Faulkner joined the meeting by invitation after completion of the previous business.  He stated that officially he was now working on the Queen’s behalf, looking after visiting dignitaries – alongside the duties indicated in minute 09/27 above.  He had had to stand down from other commitments and involvements, as well as RHC; these included membership of the Board of Trustees of NMSI, and the NMSI Advisory Committee for the NRM.
The Acting Chairman thanked Richard for all that he had done on behalf of the Committee.  Richard Faulkner wished the Committee the best of luck for the future.

RHC 09/29

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st April were agreed.

RHC 09/30

MATTERS ARISING
RHC 09/4: LMS Saloon no. DM 45029 – Ian Brown had supplied a photograph of the vehicle at Ruislip.

Hayabusa – the Secretary had met with Porterbrook about a variety of issues.  The larger builder’s ‘plates’ were in fact just vinyls.

Extension of scope consultation – Mike Ainsworth stated that there was no chance of obtaining the Order before the summer recess.  It was not yet clear whether or not it would be possible to bring SPT into scope.  The Acting Chairman offered to assist by consulting informally with appropriate parties in Scotland.  It was reaffirmed that it would be highly desirable to have SPT as the agency responsible for the Glasgow Underground railway included within scope.

Colin Davey arrived.
Website – despite the earlier concerns, all in fact now appeared to be well.  The only overt differences were the insertion of a DfT logo at the top, and the new web address: www.dft.gov.uk/rhc.  Website Vision were still maintaining the site, and the Secretary was still able to update it.

RHC 09/13: Bogston signage – the Secretary was yet to hear from Glasgow Museum of Transport.  The other two bodies however were definitely interested in acquiring items.

RHC 09/31

DESIGNATION: MODELS WITH DONCASTER MUSEUM & 




ART GALLERY
Three models had been brought to attention in the care of Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery, on ‘permanent loan’ from BR/BREL in 1986.  The models were:  a. LNER Class A4 locomotive no. 4482 Golden Eagle (on display at Cusworth Hall Museum, Doncaster);  b. a maroon 1970s electric locomotive built for London Underground, and  c. an unidentified, green 2–2–2 locomotive and tender – bearing some Patrick Stirling features.

The models helped tell the story of apprentices at Doncaster.  It was agreed that the models be designated.

Action:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/32

DESIGNATION: LOCOMOTIVE, ETC NAMEPLATES –

CHIEF ENGINEER, SILVERTOWN, JOHN F YEOMAN RAIL PIONEER
With Andrew McNaughton’s departure to HS2, there was no longer a ‘Chief Engineer’ at NR.  Silvertown had been named on 10th December 2006 by Lords Faulkner of Worcester and Rosser at Stratford station to mark the final train operating between Stratford Low Level and North Woolwich.  The name had been chosen by Mike Lamport.  Stratford Low Level was itself closing as a heavy rail station, to be reopened the following year as a DLR station.  The Class 313 units were to be transferred away, possibly to FCC.

Mike Lamport had pointed out that Silvertown was no longer on the rail map, and nor would it appear on the DLR map; however, its designation would help to tell the continuing story of rail-borne transport in that part of London.

The ‘Silver’ in the name was deliberate as it represented a connection with the then franchisee – Silverlink Train Services Ltd – which ran the line throughout its privatised life.  It made the connection with the dual voltage Class 313 EMUs which would ever be associated with the North London Line.  Also, this was the first train to convey passengers to and from the brand new London Overground platforms at Stratford, which opened for the first time with its arrival at 15.50 hrs on 14th April.

John F Yeoman Rail Pioneer had been suggested on the grounds that Yeomans were the first company in Britain to run private locomotives – sourced from General Motors in North America – on the main lines of BR.  No. 59206 had recently been used by DB Schenker to launch their new livery, at the NRM.  Aidan Nelson pointed out that the name helped tell the story of modern traction coming in from the United States and Canada.  Andrew Scott stated that Class 59 no. 59001 had been offered by Mendip Rail to the NRM, for some 20 years’ time.  It was agreed that the nameplates CHIEF ENGINEER  (Class 86 no. 86901), Silvertown (Class 313 no. 313101), and John F Yeoman Rail Pioneer (Class 59 no. 59206) be designated.  

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/33

DESIGNATION: ‘GWR PLACES OF INTEREST’
Three framed pictures of colour images of GWR ‘Places of Interest’ had been brought to attention.  They appeared to be original.  The NRM had a massive board of such GWR images dating from the early 1900s.  However, STEAM had only a black and white version of an item similar to those under consideration.  It was agreed that the pictures be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/34

DESIGNATION: RAILTRACK SIGN AT WEST BROMPTON
Richard Faulkner had drawn to attention a Railtrack PLC sign entitled ‘The Wildlife of West Brompton Linesides’.  See Appendix.  It was agreed that the sign be designated.  (Owner: London Overground Ltd.)

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/35
DESIGNATIONS: PAINTINGS BY GERARD: GIRL AND INTERCITY, AND SARGIESON: EVENING ARRIVAL AND 

LOADING NEWSPAPERS, KING’S CROSS
Girl and InterCity had been designated on 16th February 2001.  However, it had been presumed lost, perhaps after damage, during a major relocation exercise.  Because of this, it had been de-designated on 20th June 2008 – having been missing for several years.

However, it had now come to light once more, and was clearly in good condition apart from one piece of marking that could no doubt be removed.

Evening Arrival and Loading Newspapers, King’s Cross were further BRBR-owned paintings that had come to light.  They were by Ernest Sargieson, who had for example drawn the St Pancras Chambers staircase.  Jerry Swift had established from the internet that he had joined the railways after school, and had held a variety of jobs including working in King’s Cross Divisional Control Office.  He had later left the railway to study art, and become an artist.  The second painting portrayed an activity no longer carried out on the railway.  It was agreed that all three paintings be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/36
DESIGNATION: APEX ADVERTISING POSTER: LONDON–AVIEMORE
This, framed, poster stated: “Apex from London to Aviemore, now just £49 return”.  It carried an INTERCITY logo.  It was agreed that the poster be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/37

DESIGNATION: EARLY PRIVATISED RAILWAY NATIONAL 




RAIL MAP

This was a large, framed map entitled “Britain’s National Railway Network”.  It bore the logos of all TOCs as at 1998.  It was agreed that it should be designated.  Chris Austin stated that there were a few milestone, subsequent maps.  He agreed to compile a complete list.
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Chris Austin to compile list of subsequent maps.

RHC 09/38

DESIGNATION: ELECTRIFICATION MAST PLAQUE
It read:

      THE FIRST MAST TO CARRY OVERHEAD WIRES

FOR ELECTRIFICATION OF THE EAST COAST

MAIN LINE WAS PLANTED AT PETERBOROUGH

ON 7TH FEBRUARY 1985.  EXACTLY 2 YEARS

LATER, ON 7TH FEBRUARY 1987, THIS

12,000TH MAST WAS PUT IN PLACE BY

THE PRIME MINISTER

THE RT HON MARGARET THATCHER M.P.

TO MARK THE COMPLETION OF ONE THIRD OF

THE TOTAL PROJECT AND THE START OF

WORK IN THE YORK AREA.

It was considered unusual for there to be a reference to Margaret Thatcher in connection with railways.  It was observed therefore that the plaque was rich in social and political history.  It was agreed that the plaque be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/39

DESIGNATION: SIGNALBOX ITEMS, NORTH 

WARWICKSHIRE LINE
A visit had been made to boxes at Bearley West Jn, Henley-in-Arden, and Shirley.  It was agreed to designate a brass block shelf plate at Henley-in-Arden inscribed ‘To Shirley’, and a signalbox nameboard from each of Henley-in-Arden and Bearley West Jn.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 09/40

DISPOSAL: 40T RAIL WEIGHBRIDGE
A number of expressions of interest in the weighbridge had been received in response to an advertisement by DB Schenker in Sidelines.  However, not many had been from railway preservationist groups – only the Whitwell & Reepham Rly (Whitwell station), and Northumbria Rail (Alnmouth–Alnwick); indeed, a number of these had been from scrap merchants.  It was agreed that the Secretary contact the following museums: Beamish, Big Pit, Black Country, Ironbridge, and Woodhorn Colliery.  It was agreed that the decision be delegated to ASC members to decide.  Andrew Scott observed that it would be a major task to remove it; a report should be commissioned, replete with photographs.

ACTION:
Secretary to refer matter to ASC members to make decision.

RHC 09/41

DISPOSAL: MODELS WITH DONCASTER MUSEUM & ART 




GALLERY
Disposal was agreed to Doncaster Council.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
RHC 09/42

DISPOSAL: DB SCHENKER NAMEPLATES
The following nameplates were involved:

Prince Henry (x2) − nameplates and crests; no. 47799; designated 19.2.99


Driver John Elliott; 37412; 22.3.02


Robert F Fairlie Locomotive Engineer 1831−1885; 37422; 22.3.02


Tre Pol and Pen; 37671; 22.3.02


Crewe Diesel Depot Quality Approved; 47734; 22.3.02


Captain Peter Manisty; 47788; 22.3.02


Crewe Locomotive Works; 56133; 22.3.02


GWENDRAETH 08 994 REBUILT LANDORE 1987; 08994; 6.6.04.

ASC had proposed disposal as follows:

Prince Henry –  1. Ballater Station Visitor’s Centre,  2. Wolferton Station Museum.
Robert F Fairlie and GWENDRAETH – NRM.

Tre Pol and Pen (Gareth Jones: first Dukedog) –  1. Bodmin & Wenford Rly,  2. Helston Museum (if registered), and  3. STEAM.

Captain Peter Manisty – Bluebell Rly.
Crewe Locomotive Works –  1. an appropriate Cheshire museum,  2. Crewe Works.

Crewe Diesel Depot Quality Approved: it was agreed that this should be dealt with on the same basis as Crewe Locomotive Works.  No appropriate Cheshire museum had materialised.  Etches Park was considered a possible new home.  It was agreed that the two Crewe plates be referred back to ASC for a, delegated, decision.
It had also been agreed to make further enquiries with regard to Driver John Elliott, in time for the meeting of the main committee.  The Secretary had established that he had been killed in a shunting accident at St Blazey depot on Christmas Eve, 1993.  As a consequence, it had been suggested that approaches should be made to the Bodmin & Wenford Rly, and also the Royal Cornwall Museum.

It was agreed that all (non-Crewe) disposals be dealt with as proposed.

ACTION:
Secretary to pursue disposals as indicated.
RHC 09/43

RINA
It had been agreed at RSC that next steps – all to be completed by the third week in July – should be as follows:

· Chris Austin to complete an exercise to estimate how much space would now be required

· Tim Procter to produce paper showing how interface would work between NRM and NR

· Carl Newton to visit GNER to scope their records, that will become available in 2010.

Chris Austin reported that the exercise involved:

· 18 TOCs

· 9 owning groups

· 3 open access operators

· 2 non-franchise holders (Heathrow Express and Eurostar)

· ATOC.

His initial conclusion was that the space requirement was quite small, and probably considerably less than had been appreciated by the NR Director of Information Management.  Even after 20 years, there would only be a requirement for some 150 square metres of floor space, two metres high.  In fact, this could even be less, with the move towards electronic records – and a possible reduction in the number of TOCs.  He stated that it had been difficult to pin down who has responsibility for dealing with record designations; and the level of awareness of the Committee had not been high.  Perhaps a user-friendly guide might be produced in due course.

Jerry Swift stated that NR were keen to provide assistance if they could; he agreed to talk to Chris Austin.

Andrew Scott observed that roller racking would reduce the space requirement still further.  Double height would of course halve it.  Therefore, only some 60–70 square metres might actually be required.

Richard Faulkner drew attention to the fact that the money had to be committed before the end of the current financial year.  Thus there was no further time to lose.

The Acting Chairman expressed his thanks to Chris Austin for his work.  The progress was noted.

ACTION:
Jerry Swift to take forward with Chris Austin.

RHC 09/44

FINANCE
The Secretary confirmed that the Committee was working within budget.

RHC 09/45

PUBLICITY
Gareth Jones reported his understanding that the book about the Committee was going well.  Mike Ainsworth however confirmed that any expenses incurred by the author, for whatever reason, could not be covered by the Committee.

Richard Faulkner stated his understanding that the article in Railway Magazine was still progressing – albeit it would now have to take account of his departure from the Committee.

Article in RAIL: this had now appeared, covering RHT and the HRA.  However, much of the last part had been misleading – suggesting that the Committee had a wider remit than it did.  The Secretary had been shown a draft, but he had not been advised that the article had been on the point of going to press; and in any event there had not been sufficient time for a re-write involving all three parties.  Richard Faulkner suggested that a further article might be offered to the magazine, coincident with extension of scope.

Press release: it was agreed that there should be a press release to announce the changed arrangements with regard to the position of Chairman.  The Secretary would organise this.

Future events of interest: the Secretary had suggested that this be a routine item on main committee agendas, for members to notify any major events that were coming up – especially where it might be useful for the Secretary to organise the despatch of leaflets or Annual Reports.

Steam Railway: Chris Hogg, NRM, had advised the Secretary that editor Danny Hopkins had expressed interest in an article about the work of the Committee.

Presentation of Worplesdon benches: the benches had been presented to the Bluebell Rly on 24th April, following a meeting of ASC.

ACTION:
Secretary to organise press release re change of Chairman.
RHC 09/46

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
Most notably, the Secretary had attended the following –

· Royal Albert Bridge 150th Anniversary celebrations, including walk across bridge, and meeting local museum staff (1st–3rd May)

· Meeting with Porterbrook – contact handover (15th May)

· NRM ‘Streamline’ event (19th May)

· Eastleigh Open Weekend (25th May)

· Long Marston Open Weekend (6th June).

Also, he and Christopher Fildes had attended a meeting with Jerry Swift and NR colleagues at York Place, 90 York Way on 24th June with regard to the Blackfriars wall of (54) names.  The wall would be expertly reconstructed in an ideal location in the rebuilt station.  Christopher Fildes observed that the arrangements could not be better; it was hoped that the Lord Mayor would perform the unveiling ceremony.

The Secretary was thanked for his report, which was noted.
RHC 09/47

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th April were noted.

RHC 09/48

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th June were noted.

RHC 09/49

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE
No meeting of SSC had been held since the last meeting of the main committee.
RHC 09/50

ACTING DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
The Acting Chairman would be away for almost the whole of October in Australia, attending The International Association of Heritage and Tourist Trains and Trams (TINHATT) conference and associated visits.  In the light of this, it was agreed to appoint an Acting Deputy Chairman.  Jerry Swift proposed that Howard Newby take this role; Christopher Fildes seconded.  Howard Newby was elected unanimously.
RHC 09/51

NEXT MEETING
Also in the light of the Acting Chairman’s absence during almost the whole of October, it was agreed to reschedule the meeting planned for 9th October to 30th October.  The venue would change from the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI) to – courtesy of Ian Brown – Transport for London, 1 Butler Place, Victoria.  It was also agreed to try to hold the meeting scheduled for 11th December at the Manchester museum.
ACTION
Secretary and Ian Brown to make arrangements accordingly.


Secretary to enquire re availability of MMOSI on 11th December.

There was no further business.

Following the meeting, members transferred to Kidderminster station for a visit to the Severn Valley Rly.  At the new Engine House Museum at Highley, the Acting Chairman presented a framed drawing of Mickleton Tunnel (Oxford Worcester & Wolverhampton Rly) to Richard Faulkner.

APPENDIX

The Wildlife of West Brompton Linesides
Railway linesides are often important sanctuaries for a variety of wild plants and animals.  They are also important as wildlife corridors providing a link between other green spaces.

West Brompton linesides are an excellent example of such wildlife habitat.  Reedmace grows in the drainage ditches at the side of the running tracks along with the locally rare water plantain and the common club-rush.

On the top of the lineside embankment once existed an additional railway track.  The chalky ballast used as a base for this track has long become vegetated by plants.  These include species more typically associated with chalky downland such as salad burnet and blue fleabane.

As part of the construction of this new Railtrack station great care has been taken to ensure that the wildlife importance of the lineside has been retained and enhanced.  This has included the creation of a new wetland feature to attract more wildlife such as dragonflies and amphibians.

Railtrack hopes that its customers will enjoy the facilities at West Brompton including the measures to ensure that wildlife is conserved.

Pictures of reedmace, blue fleabane, common club-rush, and frog.
Text: John Newton & Illustrations: Rowan Newton
For further information on Railtrack’s environmental initiatives contact: Railtrack PLC, Environmental Section, Railtrack House, Euston Square, [presumed – London NW1 2EE]

London Wildlife Trust is the single voluntary nature organisation for the London area.  For membership details and nature conservation advice contact: London Wildlife Trust, Harling House, 47–51 Great Suffolk Street, London SE1 OBS

