MINUTES OF THE SIXTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 12TH DECEMBER 2008

AT FIELDEN HOUSE, 13 LITTLE COLLEGE STREET, WESTMINSTER

Present:

Richard Faulkner
Chairman 




Chris Austin




David Brown




John Gough




Gareth Jones




Mike Lamport




Howard Newby




Peter Ovenstone




Catherine Wilson



Neil Butters  

Secretary
Apologies were received from Ian Brown, Christopher Fildes, Andrew McNaughton, Jonathan Pepler, Graham Smith, Andrew Scott, and Jerry Swift.  Also, Mike Ainsworth, DfT.

RHC 08/98

MEMBERSHIP
Zach Stamps had reported that he was in discussion with OCPA with regard to the reappointment process for members due to retire, and still eligible for reappointment.

Report from Appointments Sub-committee –

Further to a report from Appointments Sub-committee, members agreed the following:

· Peter Ovenstone to be appointed Deputy Chairman, following John Gough’s retirement from the Committee on 31st May 2009
· Jonathan Pepler to be appointed Chairman of Records Sub-committee, again following John Gough’s departure
· all existing members of other sub-committees to be invited to serve a further period of three years, from 1st January 2009

· Dr Elizabeth Hallam Smith, Director of Information Services and Librarian, House of Lords, to be appointed to Records Sub-committee
· John Burnie, a Director and leading member of SRPS, to be appointed to Scottish Sub-committee

· EWS to be invited to nominate an active member of staff to serve on Artefacts Sub-committee

ACTION:
Secretary to invite all members of Artefacts, Records, and Scottish sub-committees to serve for a further term.

Chairman and Secretary to liaise with Elizabeth Hallam Smith.


Secretary to liaise with John Burnie, and Graham Smith, EWS.

RHC 08/99

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th October were agreed, subject to the following amendment to minute 08/87: ‘Recommendations resulting would go on to DfT’s website for three months’ to read ‘within three months’.

RHC 08/100

MATTERS ARISING
RHC 08/62: LMS saloon no. DM 45029 – Ian Brown had reported that TfL were now inspecting the vehicle.  Nigel Harris was content that a third party had indicated that it was prepared to give a home to the saloon and to fund its restoration.
RHC 08/68: buffers at Bradford Exchange – Jerry Swift had reported that the buffers would be greased before they were retracted.

RHC 08/80: portrait of IK Brunel – BRBR were considering the matter of disposal.

RHC 08/85: other plates on locomotive HAYABUSA – awaiting further information from Jerry Swift.
RHC 08/89: Zach Stamps was yet to look at the case for rail warrants; however, he still  considered it unlikely that there would be any change to the present position.
RHC 08/90: Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light Rly – Minister Lord Adonis had offered assistance in resolving this matter.  The railway were now at last talking to the Finnish owners.
RHC 08/97: Bluebell Rly – the prospects for utilising the branch for housing large items, such as EMUs, within the foreseeable future seemed slim; nonetheless, the Secretary was seeking to arrange a meeting of Artefacts Sub-committee there, on 24th April.  Howard Newby mentioned that RAIL was currently carrying an article which referred to the possible preservation of EMUs at either the Bluebell Rly or the Kent & East Sussex Rly.
RHC 08/101

DESIGNATION: SR BENCHES AT WORPLESDON
Mike Lamport stated that he knew the benches of old; he had grown up in the nearby station master’s house when his father was Station Master at Guildford.  The waiting room (on the Up side) was open just four hours per day, if at all; it had not been open that morning when Mike Lamport had been to inspect the benches for markings.  Other items in the waiting room included a table – of a different wood and period, and possibly from the ticket office – and various photographs.  The benches certainly reflected Southern Rly design, and the associated period.  It was agreed that the two benches (only) be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice,
RHC 08/102

DESIGNATION: NAMEPLATES
Members considered for designation the following nameplates: RAILWAY HERITAGE TRUST (43189); mtu fascination of power (43290, formerly 43090); RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE (66200); and Bletchley Pride (321425 – car 71793).  Some doubt was expressed that the RAILWAY HERITAGE TRUST plates were original, and it was agreed that this matter be delegated for decision by Artefacts Sub-committee.

With regard to Bletchley Pride, this had been so named because Bletchley Depot – under threat of closure for three years – had maintained the Class 321 fleet as the most successful and reliable in Great Britain.  Also, the plate was unusual, being on the side of an EMU car.
It was agreed that one each of all the other nameplates be designated.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notices for last three nameplates.

Secretary to refer RAILWAY HERITAGE TRUST to Artefacts Sub-committee for decision.
RHC 08/103

DESIGNATION: DOUAI BUILDER’S PLATE
It was agreed that a wagon builder’s plate be designated, declaring ‘DOUAI’.  Douai, France was the home of Arbel Fauvet Rail (AFR).  AFR had manufactured Freightliner wagons.
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/104

DESIGNATION: SIGNALBOX NAMEBOARDS


It was agreed that the following signalbox nameboards be designated: BARNHAM (‘Southern’ TOC design); CHIPPENHAM JUNCTION (GER); WILLESDEN CARRIAGE SIDINGS NORTH (LMS); STAFFORD No. 5 (BR LMR); plus STAFFORD 100 YARDS, with arrow (BR LMR).

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notices.

RHC 08/105

DESIGNATION: STATION NAMEBOARD RAMSLINE HALT
It was agreed to designate a station nameboard for RAMSLINE HALT.  The Chairman stated that this had been a new station, funded by the Football Trust.  It had had a short life, possibly being used on only four occasions, before Derby County Football Club had moved from the Baseball Ground to Pride Park.  (The purpose of the new station was to get football crowds away from the main Derby station and town centre.)  It was extremely rare for a station to be funded by an outside body in this way, for social reasons.
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

The Chairman and Howard Newby declared an interest as Trustees of the National Football Museum.
RHC 08/106

DESIGNATION: ‘CAROLINE’ – DB 975025
Artefacts Sub-committee had considered the inspection saloon ‘CAROLINE’, AZA no. 

DB 975025, for designation.  (Built Eastleigh as DEMU vehicle no. S 60755.)  However, there had been no recommendation expressed as the case had been considered a marginal one.
Members debated the issue, noting that the saloon was built to Hastings gauge – essential for the BR SR General Manager to travel throughout his Region.  As evidenced in a useful paper by Ian Brown, the vehicle had, also, been used to convey Prince Charles and Princess Diana when they had left London by train for their honeymoon in 1981.  After a vote, it was agreed that the vehicle be designated.
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/107

DISPOSAL: NAMEPLATE IRON DUKE
Members agreed to a proposal from Porterbrook to dispose of the nameplate IRON DUKE (locomotive no. 87017) to Swindon Borough Council, for STEAM.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
RHC 08/108

DISPOSAL: CAPSTAN SET
Members agreed to a proposal from EWS to dispose of the capstan set to the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Rly.  The Chairman stated that he would be visiting the railway the following day, and would impress upon them the importance of making use of it if at all possible.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/109

DISPOSAL: ‘NO SMOKING’ SIGN FROM ESSEX ROAD
Members agreed to a proposal from First Capital Connect to dispose of the ‘No Smoking’ sign from Essex Road to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/110

DISPOSAL: STATION NAMEBOARD RAMSLINE HALT
Members agreed to a proposal from NR to dispose of the station nameboard RAMSLINE HALT to the National Football Museum.
ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
The Chairman and Howard Newby declared an interest as Trustees of the National Football Museum.
RHC 08/111

DISPOSAL: RT GROUP PLC ARCHIVE
Members agreed to a proposal from RT Group PLC to dispose of their archive to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
RHC 08/112

PERTH TURNTABLE
Peter Ovenstone had received a message from SRPS to say that the turntable at Perth had been cut up.  He had relayed the message to the Secretary, who had sought confirmation and an explanation from EWS.  Graham Smith had established that a rogue contractor was to blame, having exceeded his remit to demolish buildings.  Although the turntable had been de-designated, along with all the others, the incident was nonetheless most regrettable; the turntable was being offered as being available on the Committee’s website; indeed, a member of EWS staff was en route with a member of SRPS to inspect the turntable when the news of its demise had come through.  This was indeed a sad accident, especially given EWS’s laudable intentions.
RHC 08/113

DESIGNATION/DISPOSAL DECISION TREE
Richard Taylor had prepared a records version of the designation/disposal decision tree.  The Chairman declared it to be “immensely helpful, and extremely clear”.  Members agreed to adopt the tree.

ACTION:
Secretary to relay decision to Records Sub-committee.

RHC 08/114

RAILWAY INDUSTRY NATIONAL ARCHIVE (RINA)


The Chairman agreed to make a personal approach to a possible benefactor.

John Gough observed that unless something happened quickly, the whole concept of RINA would be dead.  Gareth Jones suggested a national appeal, possibly through a railway magazine.  Future generations would not understand why there were no source records to look at.

The Chairman observed that the matter had never been discussed by the NMSI Trustees.

Peter Ovenstone referred to the Vivian Duffield and Esmée Fairbairn Foundations, as possible sources of funds.

John Gough observed that NR were looking after their own records very well.  Other prominent railway companies unfortunately had little incentive to make major contributions.

Members generally observed that there was a crisis in the country with regard to funds for preserving heritage.

Chris Austin asked whether it would be possible to devise a smaller-scale solution.

It was agreed to set up a small working group to plan a way forward.  Mike Lamport would be the convenor; other members would be John Gough, Gareth Jones, and Chris Austin.  A meeting would be arranged early in the new year.

ACTION:
Mike Lamport and Secretary to convene meeting of RINA working group in new year.

RHC 08/115

EXTENSION OF SCOPE CONSULTATION
The Chairman and Secretary confirmed that this was still on track.

RHC 08/116

FINANCE
A draft budget had been put to DfT for the next financial year.  This was being discussed.  Reimbursement of members’ expenses: the Secretary reiterated that expenses could only be reimbursed to individual members – not to their employers.
The Secretary informed members that a particular problem had occurred with a small supplier who was not subject to VAT.  The new DfT finance system did not appear capable of dealing with the problem.  It was agreed that, if necessary, to Secretary should pay by personal cheque and reclaim.

ACTION:
Secretary to pay invoice by personal cheque, if necessary, and reclaim.

RHC 08/117

PUBLICITY


Possible book about work of Committee
An author remained to be found.  It was agreed that the Secretary make an approach to a nominated person.
Article for Railway Magazine
The Chairman stated that an article was now very close.

Article for RAIL magazine
RAIL had been looking for an angle.  Extension of scope could prove useful.

Distribution of Leaflets

Leaflets had been distributed at –

· the Warley National Model Railway Exhibition

· the National Railway Heritage Awards ceremony – of which the Committee was a sponsor (see below also)
· a talk by Chris Austin to the Bath Railway Society, on the subject of the West Somerset Rly.

In addition, the Secretary had sent a parcel of Annual Reports and leaflets to David Morgan and Peter Ovenstone at a conference of GTTLA – the Grupo Trenos Turistico Latino Americano, held in Mexico City.

Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light Rly
There had been extensive coverage of the Committee in general, and the Chairman in particular, in Heritage Railway and local press.

Edinburgh & Glasgow milepost event
First ScotRail had arranged for an Edinburgh & Glasgow Rly milepost to be placed at Glasgow Queen Street station.  Milepost 14, previously at Dullatur, had been put on permanent display at the end of platforms 2 and 3.  Peter Ovenstone had performed an official unveiling ceremony, which had been picked up in the Railway Herald.

National Railway Heritage Awards
The Secretary and several members had been in attendance: Chris Austin, Christopher Fildes, Mike Lamport, Peter Ovenstone, Jerry Swift, Rod Shelton, and Peter Trewin.  This had as usual been an excellent networking opportunity.  The Secretary had inter alia spoken with the editors of Modern Railways and Railnews.  The latter had indicated that they were commencing a special heritage section.  Howard Newby suggested that this was an opportunity for getting ideas for items to be designated from the general public.  John Gough suggested they be invited to submit a picture, together with no more than 100 words.  It was agreed that this be explored.
It was agreed that the leaflet be uploaded to the website.

ACTION:
Secretary to upload leaflet to website.



Secretary to hold discussion with Railnews as indicated.
RHC 08/118

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
The Secretary was thanked for his report, which was noted.
RHC 08/119

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
DESIGNATION: EWS SIGNS; TREDEGAR PARK BOUNDARY MARKERS
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th November were noted.

Howard Newby drew attention to the imminent rebranding of EWS as DB Schenker.  Up to half a dozen EWS signs were sought for designation.  Bescot and Wembley offered good examples.  It was agreed that the Secretary liaise with Graham Smith, and that the Chairman be delegated to designate suitable examples.
Gareth Jones referred to the Tredegar Park ‘Golden Mile’ Boundary Markers, which related to a mile-long rail road built by Lord Tredegar which ran through his estate.  He observed that without this arrangement, which creamed off large taxes on coal destined for Newport, Barry Docks might never have been built.  It was agreed to designate all three (of an original four) remaining posts − including one damaged by a contractor to the Welsh Assembly Government.
ACTION:
Secretary to liaise with Graham Smith as indicated.



Chairman to agree designations of EWS signs as deemed appropriate.



Secretary to issue designation notices.

RHC 08/120

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th November were noted.  John Gough drew attention to the visit by members to the new NR archives centre, in York.  NR were clearly looking after their records very well indeed.  The way the records were used was the least destructive possible.
Members were still looking for a way to pin down appropriate signalboxes with a view to retaining their train registers.

Mike Lamport observed that he had a copy of a missing Property Board News issue (no. 40), from a series collection that had come to light in Scotland.  David Brown confirmed that NAS were able to take the collection, which was not required by BRBR.

RHC 08/121

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE
Peter Ovenstone referred to the change of date for the first meeting in the new year.  This would now be 6th February, rather than 23rd January.

RHC 08/122

DATES FOR 2009
These were noted –

13th February (York); 26th June (Manchester); 9th October; 11th December.

RHC 08/123

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman referred to a vast collection of carriage boards that had come to light in a deceased person’s house in Wolverton; he was due to inspect them at an auction house.

The Secretary stated that a decision was expected over the next few months with regard to the future of the website, from the DA(PED) Committee.
The secretary stated that the Chief Constable of BTP had been unable to attend the current meeting, due to his conducting an important parliamentary inquiry.  It was agreed that the Secretary should continue to seek his presence at a future meeting.

ACTION:
Secretary to arrange for Chief Constable to attend a future meeting.

There was no further business.
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