MINUTES OF THE SIXTIETH MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 20TH JUNE 2008

IN THE BOARD ROOM, MERSEYSIDE PTE, 24 HATTON GARDEN, LIVERPOOL

Present:

Richard Faulkner
Chairman 




David Brown




Ian Brown




Christopher Fildes




John Gough




Mike Lamport




Peter Ovenstone

Jonathan Pepler




Andrew Scott




Jerry Swift



Neil Butters  

Secretary

Apologies were received from Chris Austin, Gareth Jones, Andrew McNaughton, Howard Newby, Graham Smith, and Catherine Wilson.

RHC 08/28

MEMBERSHIP
The Chairman stated that there should be some news regarding the current round of membership appointments by the end of July.

RHC 08/29

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st February were agreed.

RHC 08/30

MATTERS ARISING
RHC 08/3: National Memorial Arboretum (NMA), Alrewas – the Chairman was intending to visit during the summer recess.

RHC 08/10: turntables – Peter Ovenstone stated that a heritage register of turntables had now been created.
RHC 08/14: the only foolproof way of resolving the matter appeared to be bringing 20189 Ltd into scope.  This now appeared to be a realistic possibility.

RHC 08/31

DESIGNATION: CLOCK AT TROON
It was agreed that a clock at Troon be designated.  Members observed that it embraced the original clock face and mechanism, and that there was an important social history element insofar that it had been signed over many decades by members of the station staff.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/32

QUINTINSHILL DISASTER PLAQUE, LARBERT
This was a modern plaque.  Jerry Swift stated that they were likely to proliferate over coming years.  It was agreed to refer the matter back to Scottish Sub-committee for further justification.  Who was the councillor who had erected it?  A general question: what constitutes a primary record and a secondary record?

ACTION:
Secretary to place on agenda of next Scottish Sub-committee meeting. 

RHC 08/33

DESIGNATION: TEA STALL PLAQUE, DINGWALL
It was agreed that a plaque at Dingwall be designated.  This stated –

THIS RAILWAY STATION WAS USED AS A

TEA STALL FOR SOLDIERS AND SAILORS FROM

20TH SEPTEMBER 1915, UNTIL 12TH APRIL 1919

IN CONNECTION WITH THE ROSS AND CROMARTY

COUNTRY BRANCH RED CROSS SOCIETY

DURING WHICH PERIOD 134,864 MEN WERE

SUPPLIED WITH TEA.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/34
DESIGNATION: MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION PLAQUE, DUNDEE
It was agreed that a plaque at Dundee be designated.  This stated –

MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

1921     1982

THIS PLAQUE IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMBERS

OF THE DUNDEE LOCOMOTIVES MENS MUTUAL

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION PAST AND PRESENT IN

RECOGNITION OF THE MAY HOURS OF VOLUNTARY

SPARE TIME THEY DEVOTED TO IMPROVING THEIR

KNOWLEDGE OF RAILWAY RULES AND REGULATIONS

AND RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES BOTH STEAM AND DIESEL

This plaque recognised the role of the MIA in the railway story.  Jerry Swift suggested that Dr Paul Salveson be asked whether the organisation had been commemorated elsewhere, and it was agreed that the Secretary should check.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Secretary to contact Dr Paul Salveson as indicated.

RHC 08/35
DESIGNATION: SIGNALLING EQUIPMENT – CONTROL PANEL AT GLASGOW CENTRAL
It was agreed to designate the Henry Williams Domino-type signalling panel covering the Glasgow Central station area.  Members noted that it was a 1972 replacement of the original 1960 installation.  The largest and most complex terminal station in Scotland was shown on a single panel.  It was currently planned for demolition in early 2009.  It was noted that SRPS were keen to offer it a home at some stage in the Scottish Railway Exhibition.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/36

DESIGNATION: LBSCR OUEST PLATE
It was agreed to designate a plate bearing the inscription ‘LBSCR Ouest’, that had been salvaged from the wreck of the SS Seaford.  The vessel, when only a year old, had been lost in a collision with the SS Lyon in fog in 1895 when plying the Newhaven–Dieppe route.  Andrew Scott observed that it was a significant tragedy at the time.  John Gough observed that it documented the cross-channel alliance between the LBSCR and the Ouest Rly of France.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.
RHC 08/37

DESIGNATION: RAIL ROOTER/WRECKER

It was agreed to designate the rail rooter/wrecker, which was now in the ownership of the Royal Logistics Corps.  It was noted that that the NRM would be keen to display this if offered.  It was thought that this might be the only standard gauge rail rooter/wrecker in existence.  (A narrow gauge version – 2ft 6in/760mm gauge – was to be found in the yard of a museum located near to the national museum in Sarajevo.)

(Note: built by Eisingiesseren of Rodingshausen, Menden, in 1944, this vehicle was used by the retreating German army to the deny the use of the railways to the pursuing allied forces.  It involved the use of a large claw to be lowered beneath the first sleeper. Proceeding at 5mph, the claw then rips the sleepers in two.  The resultant disturbance to the trackbed, and the use of explosive charges to damage the rails, ensured that destruction was virtually complete – requiring the track to be re-laid with new materials.  The wrecker had been captured in Italy, where it had been in use.)
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/38

DESIGNATION: OIL-FILLED SWITCHGEAR CUTAWAY




CIRCUIT BREAKER
It was agreed that an oil-filled switchgear Type K11 cutaway circuit breaker be designated.  This was located in a switch room north of Euston.  It was designed to isolate overhead line equipment, the oil being used to prevent arcing.  It was part of the electrification story.  Being cutaway, it told the story well.  It was further agreed that Artefacts Sub-committee be invited to drive the matter forward in terms of encouraging the formulation of a collecting policy between the NMSI and the IET.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Secretary to take up further with Artefacts Sub-committee.

RHC 08/39

DE-DESIGNATION: FORMER BRB PICTURES
It was agreed to de-designate the following former BRB pictures –

· Set of five Cuneo prints (Cheltenham Flyer, Cornish Riviera, Flying Scotsman, Golden Arrow, and Royal Scot), with stamps.  (It was noted that the Postal Heritage Trust already had such a set.)

· Cuneo print of The Lickey Incline.

· Gerard painting of Girl & InterCity.  (Note: had been slightly damaged and might not have survived a move.  Missing.)

· BR Class 91.  (Unknown artist.)

· Eurotunnel Crossover Launch (photographs + text).  (It was noted that other copies were in existence.)
ACTION:
Secretary to inform BRBR accordingly.

RHC 08/40

DESIGNATION: ‘NO SMOKING’ SIGN, ESSEX ROAD
It was agreed to designate a ‘No Smoking’ sign from Essex Road.  It was noted that this pre-dated recent general legislation.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/41
DESIGNATION: MALTBY COLLIERY SOUTH SIGNALBOX NAMEBOARD


It was agreed to designate a Great Central Rly nameboard from Maltby Colliery South signalbox.  It was noted that this company was under-represented amongst nameboards in the national collection.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/42

CHANGE OF DESIGNATION: ‘SEACOW’
It was agreed to switch the designation of the ballast hopper, from DB 980065 to
DB 982896.  Wagon type: YGB.  (This had been at the request of EWS, who had identified the new vehicle in conjunction with the NRM.)
ACTION:
Secretary to issue amended designation notice.

RHC 08/43

DISPOSAL: ANDRÉ CHAPELON NAMEPLATE
Members agreed to a proposal from HSBC Rail to dispose of one of the André Chapelon nameplates to the SNCF Museum at Mulhouse.  The Chairman had made provisional arrangements to deliver the item in person.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform HSBC Rail.

RHC 08/44

DISPOSAL: FORMER BRB PICTURES
Members agreed to a proposal from BRBR to dispose of pictures as follows –


Newcastle High Level Bridge, Lamborn

Tyne & Wear Museums Service

Teesdale, near Barnard Castle
Darlington Rly Centre & Museum

Photograph of Lord Stamp
Cheshire Record Office

Pullman Grant of Arms
NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/45

DISPOSAL: VALENTA ENGINE
Members agreed to a proposal from Porterbrook to dispose of the Valenta engine to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform Porterbrook.

RHC 08/46

DISPOSAL: GNER CARRIAGE-SIDE CREST PLATE


Members agreed to a proposal from GNER to dispose of a carriage-side crest plate to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform GNER.

RHC 08/47

DISPOSAL: WATERLOO INTERNATIONAL SIGN


Members agreed to a proposal from Eurostar to dispose of the Waterloo International sign to Sir William McAlpine.  This was however subject to the sign being referred back to the Committee in the event of Sir William’s demise.
ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
RHC 08/48

DISPOSAL: LMS SALOON No. DM 45029
Following a proposal from EWS, it was agreed to endorse disposal to the modern-day Great Central Rly, subject to confirmation that they wished to take it.

ACTION:
Secretary to confirm whether or not the Great Central Rly were willing to take the vehicle.

RHC 08/49

RAILWAY INDUSTRY NATIONAL ARCHIVE – RINA


Jerry Swift stated that NR’s new Clifton Moor facility was most impressive.  A full-time archivist was to be employed from July.  No provision was being made for public access, however.  John Gough stated that relationships with NR were good, but the prospects for RINA currently appeared poor.  The prospects for NR records thus looked good, in contrast to those of smaller companies that come and go.  The committee hoped that further discussions might take place between NR and the NRM with a view to resolving the issue of public access.

RHC 08/50

EXTENSION OF SCOPE/UPDATING MEMBERSHIP
DfT had issued their extension of scope consultation document: “Updating the scope of the Railway Heritage Committee and updating its membership”.  The purpose was to seek views on increasing the number of railway-related bodies in the scope of the Committee and a proposal to relax the rules relating to the appointment of an archivist – since the last two appointment campaigns for an archivist had been unsuccessful due, in part, to the wording of current legislation relating to the public records.

Whilst very much welcoming the exercise and the documents, members were nonetheless disappointed that the press release had not been shown to the Committee beforehand – nor the final draft of the main document.  This would have prevented some minor errors being promulgated.  

 

The Chairman and Secretary agreed to take these up at the next Sponsorship meeting with DfT, on 8th July.  Overall, however, these points should not detract from a very valuable exercise that should stand the Committee in good stead for many years to come.

 

ACTION:
Chairman and Secretary to raise concerns at forthcoming Sponsorship meeting.

RHC 08/51

FINANCE
The RHC-proposed budget of £130,000 had been reduced by DfT to £120,000.  The Committee would clearly have to work within this.

With the switchover by DfT to Shared Services in Swansea, there had been a major problem with payment of bills and expenses.  Indeed, a number of outstanding invoice and expense claims dated back to the previous financial year.  DfT had been very apologetic about this, and hoped that all outstanding liabilities would be paid within the next three weeks.

Concern was also expressed regarding the security of members’ bank details, and also the fact that tickets could only be bought by individuals and not their organisations.

ACTION:
Chairman and Secretary to raise these matters at forthcoming Sponsorship meeting.

RHC 08/52

ANNUAL REPORT 2007–08


It was hoped that all text would be available over the course of the next week.

RHC 08/53

PUBLICITY
Michael Palin – nameplate handover ceremony, National Media Museum, Bradford,

29th February
The Chairman, Howard Newby, Andrew Scott, and the Secretary had attended this event – when Peter Gerring, Virgin Trains, had handed over the nameplates Michael Palin and Maiden Voyager to Michael Palin, who in turn had handed them on to the NRM.

Nameplate Handover, National Museum of Wales, 28th April
The Secretary had attended this event, at the National Waterfront Museum, National Museum of Wales, in Swansea, to hand over the nameplate Cory Brothers 1842−1992 on behalf` of Freightliner.
Possible book about work of Committee
Mike Lamport had met Will Adams of Nostalgia Publishing.  A possible 120-page book was in mind, to be published mid-late 2009.  It would feature colourful examples of items designated along with an explanation of how the Committee worked.  A stumbling block at the moment was the identification of an author, who would work with the Secretary.  Christopher Fildes agreed to talk to a literary agent.  It was agreed that all members offer their thoughts on the subject to Mike Lamport.

Article for Railway Magazine
The Chairman reported that he had met Nick Pigott, Editor, Railway Magazine, at the Trevithick Dinner (see below), and that an article about the Committee was in train.

Meeting with RAIL magazine
Mike Lamport and the Secretary had met Nigel Harris, Editor, RAIL, at St Pancras.  Nigel Harris had offered to write an article about the work of the Committee, and stated that he would contact the Secretary about this in due course.

HRA Spring Weekend, Cornwall, 7th–8th Jun
Peter Ovenstone and the Secretary had attended this –successful – event.  Some 45 others had attended.  The Secretary had distributed copies of the Committee’s leaflet to all.

Trevithick Bicentennial Dinner, 11th June
The Chairman had been invited to speak at the Trevithick Bicentennial Dinner.  The speech had been posted on the web site.

Europa Nostra Annual Congress, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 11th−15th June
Peter Ovenstone had attended this event. The Secretary had despatched 300 leaflets for distribution to delegates.  In addition, he had furnished 24 annual reports to Peter Ovenstone for distribution.

French National Railway Museum − Nameplate Handover Ceremony, 27th June
The Chairman was due to hand over the nameplate André Chapelon to the French National Railway Museum at Mulhouse on 27th June.

Distribution of Leaflets 
Peter Ovenstone stated that he did not favour distribution of RHC leaflets generally to heritage railways, as he felt they would disappear too readily into the hands of visitors who might not appreciate them.  There could however be more regular references to the Committee in Sidelines.  Other potential recipients of Committee literature would include bodies such as AIM.  The Committee’s profile should be raised at bodies such as the Railway Forum, the Institute of Railway Operators, the Railway Industry Association, and ATOC.

ACTION:
Christopher Fildes to talk to literary agents.



All members to offer ideas to Mike Lamport re a potential author.

RHC 08/54

WORK PLAN; OBJECTIVES FOR 2008−09
Members noted a work plan and risk assessment drawn up for the previous year.  Revised objectives should include: continuing raising of profile, broadening of scope, fuller consultation between DfT and RHC, and expeditious payment by DfT of bills and expenses.  These were agreed.

ACTION:
Chairman and Secretary to represent these objectives to DfT.

RHC 08/55
PROPOSAL FOR DESIGNATED COMPANY DESIGNATION COMPLIANCE OFFICERS
Christopher Fildes suggested that the Committee should not do anything which took responsibility away from the top.  The Committee would however welcome a liaison officer, if companies wished to appoint such.

RHC 08/56

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
The Secretary was thanked for his report, which was noted.

RHC 08/57

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at North Glasgow College, Springburn (the former offices of the North British Locomotive Works) on 14th March, were noted.

RHC 08/58

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at North Glasgow College, Springburn on 14th March were noted.

The sad death of John Robinson was noted.  The Committee had been represented at his funeral by the Secretary and Bob Ballard.

RHC 08/59

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at 40 Melton Street on 1st April were noted.

RHC 08/60

FUTURE MEETINGS
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Committee would be held at the House of Lords on 10th October.

RHC 08/61

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business.

Following the meeting, the Chairman plus some other members − together with the Secretary − left for a visit to the Art in the Age of Steam exhibition at the Walker Gallery.
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