MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 1ST FEBRUARY 2008

IN THE FORMER GWR BOARDROOM AT THE BRITISH EMPIRE & 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM, TEMPLE MEADS OLD STATION, BRISTOL

Present:

Richard Faulkner
Chairman 




David Brown




Ian Brown




John Gough




Gareth Jones




Howard Newby

Peter Ovenstone

Jonathan Pepler




Andrew Scott




Jerry Swift




Catherine Wilson



Neil Butters  

Secretary

Apologies were received from Chris Austin, Christopher Fildes, Mike Lamport, Andrew McNaughton, and Graham Smith.

RHC 08/1

MEMBERSHIP
Justin Cavernelis-Frost had accepted an invitation to join Records Sub-committee.  He is Head of Archive Policy at  MLA - The Museums, Libraries & Archives Council.  Mr Cavernelis-Frost had earlier worked for The National Archives (TNA).  (John Gough stated that he and others were due to meet Natalie Ceeney, Chief Executive at TNA, and colleagues shortly.)

The Chairman stated that DfT were proposing a streamlined version of the appointments procedure to take place in 2008.
RHC 08/2

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2007 were agreed, with the amendment of ‘buffer’ to ‘buffet’ in the last line.

RHC 08/3

MATTERS ARISING
RHC 07/81: future for web site – confirmation of Minister Tom Harris MP’s reversal of the original decision to remove the web site from its current, independent host to a centralised facility was awaited from the Cabinet’s Public Engagement and Delivery of Services Committee [DA(PED)].

RHC 07/82: National Memorial Arboretum (NMA), Alrewas – Jerry Swift stated that the site had just been completed; the Chairman was still intending to pay a visit.  Ian Brown stated that he had prepared a paper on the future of the North London Rly war memorial, relocated from Broad Street to Richmond, for Artefacts Sub-committee.
RHC 07/84: budget – discussions were continuing with DfT with regard to the 2008/09 budget.

RHC 07/85: invitation to public to attend meetings – Andrew Scott stated that thought was being given to holding occasional open meetings at the NRM; an event could be held in the first week in June relating to a large artefacts theme.

RHC 08/4

DESIGNATION: FLAP CLOCK, WATFORD JUNCTION
It was agreed that a flap clock, in good condition in Network SouthEast colours at Watford Junction station, be designated.  Jerry Swift stated that probably it belonged to NR.  (John Gough urged members to look out for a flap clock showing seconds.)

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/5

DESIGNATION: BR CORPORATE DESIGN MATERIAL
It was agreed that a folio of BR corporate design material be designated.  This had been produced at the time of privatisation after former Minister of Transport Lord Peyton of Yeovil had successfully moved an amendment to the Railways Bill in the House of Lords to permit BR to bid for Train Operating Company franchises itself – albeit in practice this never happened.  Andrew Scott observed that it was rare to find objects that reinforced a railway story – but this was certainly one.  John Gough felt that the material was indeed very important.  A crucial piece of written evidence had been obtained from Ellen Harwood, who had been involved in the process as Commercial Director, South Eastern.  It was suggested that she might be interviewed as part of an oral history project.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.
RHC 08/6

DESIGNATION: NSE FRIEZE
It was agreed that a Network SouthEast frieze at a Great Northern & City station be designated.  There were a number in immaculate condition, for example at Highbury & Islington.  Ian Brown stated that major refurbishment was in prospect.  Jerry Swift agreed to check whether the frieze was or was not the TOC’s responsibility (First Capital Connect).  It was further agreed that an early ‘No Smoking’ sign from Essex Road (Section 12 station, like Birmingham New Street) be considered for designation at Artefacts Sub-committee.
ACTION:
Jerry Swift to check responsibility for frieze.



Secretary to issue designation notice.

Secretary to prepare paper for Artefacts Sub-committee regarding ‘No Smoking’ sign.

RHC 08/7
DESIGNATION: ‘MARCH ½ MILE’ ENAMEL SIGNALBOX BOARD
It was agreed that an enamel signalbox board in BR Eastern Region colours at March South Junction declaring ‘MARCH ½ MILE’ be designated.  Jerry Swift stated that there was another large enamel sign at Lowestoft; Howard Newby stated that Mike Lamport had also raised this.  Jonathan Denby, National Express, had expressed concern for the future of this sign.  It was agreed that Jerry Swift obtain further information about this sign.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

Jerry Swift to obtain further information, for Artefacts Sub-committee, regarding sign at Lowestoft.

RHC 08/8
DESIGNATION: BR TLF ‘FREIGHT BUSINESS’ WALL RELIEF
It was agreed that a BR Trainload Freight (TLF) wall relief – 9’ 9” in by 5’ 11” – by Chris Plowman entitled ‘Freight Business’ be designated.  Members observed that there were very few pictures that told the story of the freight business.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/9

DESIGNATION: FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH, BR (LM) BOARD
It was agreed that a 1969 framed photograph of the BR (London Midland Region) Board be designated.  The photograph showed a group of 11 middle-aged men, and was thus germane to the story of equal opportunities on BR.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 08/10

DE-DESIGNATION: TURNTABLES
Howard Newby stated that the earlier class designation of turntables had arisen, as a holding operation, from discussions at Scottish Sub-committee.  A most useful survey had been undertaken, and 11 had been discovered still connected to the national network.  None of these surviving turntables was found to be unique.  Members now knew what there were and where they were.  Some turntables were listed, and thus within the purview of RHT.

Andrew Scott stated that the survey might not be entirely complete.
Jerry Swift however observed that there was an established procedure to consult when it was suggested that a turntable be removed; a new home would certainly be sought for any owned by NR – eg: Hull Botanic Gardens.

After extensive discussion it was agreed that the class designation of turntables be rescinded.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform relevant parties.

RHC 08/11

DESIGNATION: 20 FT FREIGHTLINER CONTAINER

No. 08L43
Freightliner had asked that the designation of one of their 20 ft containers be switched from no. 82L69 to no. 08L43.  This was agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue new designation notice.

RHC 08/12

DISPOSAL: VOYAGER NAMEPLATES
Virgin had requested that agreement be given for the designated nameplates Maiden Voyager and Michael Palin to be disposed to the NRM.  An opportunity afforded itself on

29th February when Michael Palin himself would be at the National Media Museum, Bradford (a sister museum to the NRM, within NMSI).  It was agreed that permission be given for the disposal, and that the Secretary write to Virgin with the suggestion referred to.

ACTION:
Secretary to write to Virgin, as indicated.

RHC 08/13
DISPOSAL: LIVERPOOL & MANCHESTER RLY COMMEMORATIVE BOX
Members agreed to a proposal from BRBR to dispose of the Liverpool & Manchester Rly commemorative box to the National Museums Liverpool.  It was also agreed that the item could be handed over by Howard Newby, soon to become Vice Chancellor of the University of Liverpool.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform BRBR, and arrange for box to be handed over.

RHC 08/14

CLASS 73 No. 73201 Broadlands

Porterbrook had sought permission to dispose of Class 73 locomotive no. 73201 (minus nameplates, which were lodged with the NRM) to a small limited company.  The Committee had initially responded by suggesting that it might agree provided safeguards were in place for the locomotive to be repatriated to Porterbrook in the event that the second company be wound up.  Problems had arisen however in finding watertight legal wording.  Peter Ovenstone observed that several Class 73 locomotives were already in preservation.  The Chairman observed that Broadlands had played an important role in British history, as it had for example hauled Lord Mountbatten’s funeral train following his assassination.
Ian Brown observed that the locomotive was important as a machine, working from two sources of power; the class was a forerunner in this respect to present-day developments in hybrid technology.  It was agreed that Porterbrook be asked to lease or loan the locomotive out to the second company.

ACTION:
Secretary to write to Porterbrook as indicated.

RHC 08/15

DISPOSAL: WATERLOO INTERNATIONAL SIGN
Eurostar had sought permission to dispose of the Waterloo International sign.  The Secretary was in the process of consulting with the Museum of London.  It was agreed that should the Museum of London wish to acquire the sign, the Committee would give its consent.

ACTION:
Secretary to obtain view of Museum of London.

Post-meeting note: the Museum of London was considering whether to take the sign, but is unlikely to do so because of its size.
RHC 08/16

DISPOSAL: BR CORPORATE DESIGN MATERIAL
BRBR had sought permission to dispose of the corporate design material to the NRM.  This was agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/17

DISPOSAL: FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH: BR (LM) BOARD
BRBR had sought permission to dispose of the framed photograph of the 1969 BR (London Midland Region) Board to Cheshire Record Office.  This was agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.

RHC 08/18

RAILWAY INDUSTRY NATIONAL ARCHIVE – UPDATE
NR had stated that it would not support RINA at the NRM to the tune of what might amount to £2m – given the apparent reluctance of other industry parties to contribute.  However, .  Catherine Doran, NR Director, Information Management, had attended the last meeting of Records Sub-committee where this issue had been discussed, and had said that NR were planning to establish their own bespoke records centre at a new site in York.  It was agreed that this could provide an acceptable alternative to the original RINA proposal, provided that it would be possible to provide some public and academic access – perhaps using the £½m promised by the Government to create a “front end”.  There may also be space to house the records of the TOCs and other members of the industry, if they were willing to deposit them there.  It had been agreed that the Secretary would set up a meeting with Catherine Doran during February.

RHC 08/19
NEW ORGANISATIONS TO BE RECOMMENDED TO BE BROUGHT INTO SCOPE – SEMINAR
A seminar, under DfT auspices, was due to be held on 6th March in the House of Lords to consider the matter of bringing a range of new organisations into scope.  The Secretary had drawn up a list of representative organisations that might be invited.  This was being considered by DfT, and it was intended that invitations would be sent out by 9 February.

RHC 08/20

ANNUAL REPORT
Following the Committee’s complete satisfaction with the arrangements made for the production of the 2005-2006 report, members agreed that DfT be asked to produce the Committee’s Annual Report for 2007–08.

ACTION:
Secretary to put arrangements in hand.

RHC 08/21

PUBLICITY
The DfT in-house magazine – a2b – featured the Committee in a centre-page article, and also a wordsearch.

Publicity leaflets were now available.

The Chairman was convening a meeting of the informal publicity sub-committee to consider an offer of publishing a book about the Committee.

The editor of RAIL had offered to meet in Bristol to discuss how he might be of assistance to the Committee.

Articles had appeared in Railway Magazine regarding  a. the returned André Chapelon nameplate, and  b. the handover of the Callander & Oban Rly crest.

The Chairman had given an ABC (Australian Broadcasting Commission) radio interview with former Deputy Prime Minister Tim Fischer about statutory protection for railway heritage.  Andrew Scott observed that a clone of Shildon was being established in New South Wales, at Thirlmere; discussions were in train with the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney.

RHC 08/22

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
The Secretary was thanked for his report, which was noted.

RHC 08/23

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE


The minutes of the meeting held at the London Marriott County Hall Hotel on 16th January were noted.

RHC 08/24

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at the London Marriott County Hall Hotel on 16th January were noted.

RHC 08/25

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE
There had been no meeting of the Scottish Sub-committee since the last meeting of the main committee.

RHC 08/26

FUTURE MEETINGS
Remaining meetings for 2008 would be held on 20th June, 10th October, and 12th December.

RHC 08/27

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Secretary reported that GNER had sent to him as a gift a GNER carriage side crest.  This had been reported to both BRBR and DfT.

On DfT advice, the Secretary drew to members’ attention the Corporate Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act 2007.

There was no further business.

Following the meeting, the Chairman plus other some members – together with the Secretary – left for a brief presentation on the proposed Brunel Institute, and a tour of the SS Great Britain.
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