MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-EIGHT MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 7TH DECEMBER 2007

AT THE LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2

Present:

Richard Faulkner
Chairman 




Chris Austin




David Brown




Ian Brown




John Gough




Gareth Jones




Mike Lamport




Andrew McNaughton




Peter Ovenstone




Andrew Scott




Jerry Swift




Catherine Wilson



Neil Butters  

Secretary




Ian McBrayne

DfT

Apologies were received from Christopher Fildes, Howard Newby, Jonathan Pepler and Graham Smith.

The Chairman welcomed new member Chris Austin OBE, Director of Public Policy, ATOC; and Ian McBrayne, new Divisional Manager overseeing DfT’s team who sponsored the Committee.
[The Chairman later welcomed new member Ian Brown, Managing Director, London Rail, Transport for London.  See below.]
RHC 07/65

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th October were agreed.
RHC 07/66

MATTERS ARISING
RHC 07/44 (07/41): André Chapelon nameplates – following publicity for the theft of the nameplates, including an article in Railway Magazine, someone had brought one of the plates back to a depot.  British Transport Police (BTP) had interviewed the person in question, who had stated that he had ‘bought’ the plate from another individual.  Prior to the meeting, Acting Detective Superintendent David Shipperlee had delivered the nameplate to the Committee at the London Transport Museum – where a photograph took place of the Chairman and Mr Shipperlee with the plate.  (A photographer had been booked in order to take a picture of the Committee for the next Annual Report.)
The Chairman thanked BTP for the role they had played in retrieving the nameplate.
Post-meeting note: after the meeting, the Secretary took the nameplate to its owner, HSBC Rail (UK) Ltd.
RHC 07/46: BRB design material – the Secretary had made various enquiries, at very senior level, with regard to this material.  However, no-one contacted so far knew of it.  One lead was still being pursued, however.

RHC 07/55: invitation to Chief Constable, BTP – Mr Johnston had been invited to attend the present meeting, but had been unable to attend once more.  He had however agreed to attend a meeting at the end of 2008, the next suitable date for him.

RHC 07/64: opening of the NRM’s ‘Search Engine’ – Search Engine did indeed open on

4th December 2007; however, the formal opening would not now take place until
28th February 2008.
The Chairman welcomed new member Ian Brown.

RHC 07/67

RAILWAY INDUSTRY NATIONAL ARCHIVE
Andrew McNaughton stated that there had been a number of debates about this matter within Network Rail.  A formal response would be coming to the Committee from the Group Company Secretary.  In essence however Network Rail felt that, whilst the project was worthwhile, they were being asked to shoulder an unduly large portion of the costs.
RHC 07/68

DE-DESIGNATION: FREIGHTLINER OUTER WAGON

No. 601652
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to de-designate Freightliner outer wagon no. 601652.  No expression of interest had been received.  The NRM would keep no. 601403.
ACTION:
Secretary to inform owner Freightliner Ltd.
RHC 07/69

DE-DESIGNATION: FREIGHTLINER MATCH WAGONS




Nos. B 462732 AND B 462783
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to de-designate Freightliner match wagons nos. B 462732 and B 462783.  No expressions of interest had been received.

ACTION:
Secretary to inform owner Freightliner Ltd.

RHC 07/70
DESIGNATION – No. 361159; AND DE-DESIGNATION – Nos. 360000, 360201: 32½T COAL HOPPER WAGONS: 
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed, due to the current condition of the vehicles, to switch the designations from nos. 360000 and 360201 to no. 361159.
ACTION:
Secretary to inform owner EWS.

RHC 07/71

DESIGNATION: BENCHES AT LEIGH-ON-SEA
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to designate four LMS benches at Leigh-on-Sea.  It was noted that the benches were unlike those previously designated in the north west.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 07/72
DESIGNATION: NAMEPLATES Hayabusa, UK Coal Maltby Raider, AND John Armitt
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to designate the following nameplates: Hayabusa, UK Coal Maltby Raider, and John Armitt.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 07/73

DESIGNATION: WORKSPLATE FROM MTU RE-ENGINED 




HST
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to designate a worksplate from an MTU re-engined HST, stating “RE-ENGINEERED BY BRUSH TRACTION 2007”.  It was noted that Brush were the sole remaining organisation in the UK capable of such a large railway engineering task.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 07/74

DESIGNATION: VALENTA ENGINE
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to designate a Valenta HST engine.  It was noted that the Porterbrook and the NRM had already been in discussions about the latter taking such an item.
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.
RHC 07/75

DESIGNATION: GNER CARRIAGE-SIDE PLATE
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to designate a GNER carriage-side crest plate.
ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.
RHC 07/76

DESIGNATION: WASHWOOD HEATH SIGNALBOX

NAMEBOARD
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Subcommittee, it was agreed to designate an LMS signalbox nameboard stating WASHWOOD HEATH SIDINGS No. 1.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 07/77

DESIGNATION: TURNTABLES
Further to discussions in both Artefacts and Scottish Sub-committees, it was agreed to make a class designation of turntables.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notices.

RHC 07/78

DISPOSAL: NAMEPLATE Institution of Electrical Engineers
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed to disposal of the nameplate Institution of Electrical Engineers to the Institution of Engineering and Technology (the successor body).

ACTION:
Secretary to inform parties accordingly.
RHC 07/79

DISPOSAL: NAMEPLATE Cory Brothers 1842–1992
Further to a recommendation from Artefacts Sub-committee, it was agreed – subject to agreement from owner Freightliner – to disposal of the nameplate Cory Brothers 1842–1992 to the following bodies in hierarchy:  1. the National Museum of Wales;  2. the Vale of Glamorgan Rly; and  3. the Nene Valley Rly.

ACTION:
Secretary to progress as indicated.
RHC 07/80
NEW ORGANISATIONS TO BE RECOMMENDED TO BE BROUGHT INTO SCOPE

It was agreed to hold a seminar on this subject in January/February.  It was also agreed that the Secretary furnish the new members with suitable papers describing the nature of the issue.

ACTION:
Secretary to progress as indicated.

RHC 07/81

FUTURE FOR WEB SITE
The Chairman stated that there was ‘unalloyed good news’.  With the assistance of DfT officials, he had written to the Minister, Tom Harris MP.  Mr Harris had now reversed the original decision to remove the web site from its current, independent host (who was giving good service at very modest cost) to a centralised facility as a result of the Transformational Government project.  Members very much welcomed the happy outcome.
RHC 07/82

NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM, ALREWAS
Jerry Swift presented a paper on the new National Memorial Arboretum (NMA), Alrewas (recently opened by HM The Queen).  The NMA had been seeking the reopening of Alrewas station; 250,000 visitors pa were envisaged.

There were possible opportunities for displaced railway war memorials to be displayed; BRBR had four such, for example.  

A member of NR staff at Waterloo had undertaken a considerable amount of work on the subject, and Jerry Swift had circulated an article about this.

The paper was very well received, and it was agreed that the Chairman visit the NMA in due course.
RHC 07/83

PUBLICITY
Article for a2b,January–February 2008
As far as was known, this was progressing according to plan.

National Railway Heritage Awards Ceremony, 5th December, Merchants Taylors’ Hall
This had been attended by Gareth Jones, Mike Lamport, Peter Ovenstone, and Secretary.  All had passed off well, except that unfortunately the Committee’s logo had been omitted from the literature.  The Secretary had received various apologies for this, and promises that the matter would be put right for next year.

Publicity Leaflet
This was looking good and now ready for print.  Ian McBrayne stated that the Committee could go ahead provided it had the appropriate budget provision.  Copyright would be assigned to the Queen’s Printer.
Possible Book about Work of Committee
The Chairman was due to call a meeting of the informal publicity sub-committee.

Name Badges
It was agreed to leave these to next year’s budget.  It was also agreed to explore the possibility of their being of magnet style and bearing the Committee’s logo in some form.
Callander & Oban Rly ‘Crest’
The Chairman had attended a handover ceremony on 9th November at Oban, to Caledonian MacBrayne.  This had attracted a large article in the Oban Times.
Presentation to All Party Parliamentary Rail Group
The Chairman had given a presentation about the Committee to the Parliamentary Rail Group on 26th November.  The Heritage Railway Association (HRA) had also given a presentation on this occasion.

ACTION:
Secretary to give further consideration to name badges, as indicated.
RHC 07/84

BUDGET
There had been a few surprises in the current budget year, for example the application of VAT to the Secretary’s salary package, and cost of the recruitment campaign.  Catherine Wilson concurred that it was essential to include a realistic amount in the budget for filming of artefacts that cannot realistically be preserved; and also possibly an item for the making of models.  It was agreed to leave the Chairman and Secretary to continue discussions with DfT over this and next year’s budget.

ACTION:
Chairman and Secretary to continue discussions with DfT with regard to present and future budgets.

RHC 07/85

INVITATION TO PUBLIC TO ATTEND MEETINGS
It had been suggested that the Committee allow members of the public to attend meetings.  However, there was no legal requirement for this, and a number of practical and other obstacles presented themselves – for example with regard to the booking of meeting rooms, and ability to talk freely before non-Committee members.  Instead, there might be some sort of occasional open meeting.  Andrew Scott suggested that the Committee work with the NRM on some such.  Peter Ovenstone suggested that the HRA might also wish to be involved with such a proposition.  It was agreed that the Secretary pursue this line with Andrew Scott.
ACTION:
Secretary to discuss matter with Andrew Scott.

RHC 07/86

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
This was noted.

RHC 07/87

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held at Friars Bridge Court, London on 7th November were noted.

RHC 07/88

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE
There had been no meeting of the Records sub-committee since the last meeting.  However, there had been a useful meeting of the Records working group, looking at modern-day timetabling issues, etc.  Much progress had been made.  One further meeting of the working group would be held.

RHC 07/89

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE
There had been no meeting of the Scottish sub-committee since the last meeting.

RHC 07/90

TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS IN 2008
A list of dates and some venues was agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to promulgate dates.
RHC 07/91

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business.

The Chairman thanked London Transport Museum for their hospitality.

Following a buffer lunch, Senior Curator David Bownes led a party to visit the new displays.
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