MINUTES OF THE SEVENTIETH MEETING OF THE

RAILWAY HERITAGE COMMITTEE HELD 19TH NOVEMBER 2010

IN THE BOARD ROOM, LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM,

35 WELLINGTON STREET, LONDON WC2E 7BB 
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Steve Davies
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Past Chairman

Apologies were received from Helen Ashby and Andrew McNaughton.

The Chairman welcomed Steve Davies, in place of Helen Ashby, as a representative of the NRM; also, Richard (Lord) Faulkner.  Immediately prior to the meeting both had attended a ceremony, alongside members, whereby the designated nameplate Silvertown had been handed over by Peter Hendy – Commissioner of Transport for London – to London Transport Museum.  (Mike Lamport had originally suggested the naming, coincident with the withdrawal of services to North Woolwich, and the naming had been carried out by Lords Faulkner and Rosser.)
RHC 10/64

THE WAY FORWARD: DfT UPDATES
Extension of Terms of Office
The Chairman advised that, subject to final confirmation from the Minister, he and the Deputy Chairman – Howard Newby – had been invited to remain in post for up to a further nine months.  Regrettably, OCPA had not agreed to an extension of the terms of office for either Christopher Fildes or Catherine Wilson – so this would be their last day.  The Chairman paid tribute to their work for and commitment to the Committee over many years, and wished them well for the future.  Richard Faulkner, also, remarked upon their excellent support during the period of his chairmanship.

Both members said how much they had enjoyed serving on the Committee.  Christopher Fildes offered to continue to serve on Artefacts Sub-committee, and this was agreed.

Short-term Strategic Policies – DfT Approval
The Chairman stated that the business of designations and disposals was permitted to continue until matters became clearer.  However, the Secretary had been instructed to ensure – following the announcement of the intended winding-down of the Committee – that owning bodies were still entirely happy with proposals.

DfT Assessment of Legislative Timescale
It had been estimated that the Public Bodies Bill would not be completed in Parliament until the summer, following which it would need to be presented for Royal Assent.  Thereafter, a Statutory Instrument would have to be laid; this in itself would take a further three months.  Assuming all went to the Government’s plan therefore, the Committee could still be in existence until the end of 2011.

Budget
A pro rata budget was envisaged for 2011−12.  (Commencing 1st April 2011.)

DfT Sponsorship Team

The Chairman advised that the Committee would, sadly, be losing the services of all four members of DfT’s Sponsorship team – by the end of the year.  (There would be two new officers to relate to: Sally Goodsell and Mike Biskup.)  The Chairman wished his thanks to be recorded for the good work and support given by all members of the current Sponsorship team – David Hibbs, Mike Ainsworth, Jeff Pearce, and Colin Davey; also Ian McBrayne, who had retired earlier in the year.

Status of Items already Designated and Disposed
Members considered that, potentially, legal problems could surface in the future.  Careful consideration would have to be given to this area.  There would be nothing to stop the sale of designated items.  Museums would normally be expected to advertise unwanted items in Museums Journal.  Heritage railways were also subject to similar obligations.  In future, museums would be faced with bidding for new items.  It would be especially difficult to secure the future for items where an organisation were closed down following financial problems.

RHC 10/65

THE WAY FORWARD: GENERAL
Members considered options for the future.

RHC 10/66

MINUTES OF MEETING 68
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th June were agreed.

RHC 10/67

MATTERS ARISING – MEETING 68


There were no matters arising.

RHC 10/68

MINUTES OF MEETING 69
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October were agreed.

RHC 10/69

MATTERS ARISING – MEETING 69
There were no matters arising.

RHC 10/70

DESIGNATION: STATION SIGN – DREM/AN DRUIM
It was agreed to designate a bilingual station sign: Drem/An Druim.  It was noted that there was some controversy over the translation, but that Scottish Government policy had been duly followed – despite the distance from the natural Gaelic-speaking areas.  (Bilingual signing had been instigated by Transport Scotland, and paid for by the Scottish Government.)

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

RHC 10/71

DESIGNATION: STATION SIGN – FRESHFORD
It was agreed to designate a GWR station sign at Freshford.  There was a remarkable history to this: the sign had been removed in the late 1960s and sold off to an individual in Devon; however, it had been brought back to Freshford in recent years, renovated, and reinstated in pride of place on Freshford station – with the blessing of First Great Western and NR – on 15th July.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.

Note: the Secretary declared an interest as the local district councillor (Bath & North East Somerset Council – Bathavon South Ward).
RHC 10/72

DESIGNATION: STATION SIGN – WEST RUNTON
It was agreed to designate a Midland & Great Northern (M&GN) Rly station sign at West Runton.  West Runton was one of only two remaining operational M&GN stations.  National Express East Anglia had sought advice from members with regard to refurbishing the lettering.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.
RHC 10/73

DESIGNATION & DISPOSAL: CLASS 321 MODEL
It was agreed to designate a model of a three-car Class 321 electric multiple unit.  Disposal had been suggested, also, to Milton Keynes Museum.  However, Steve Davies indicated that the model was of such significance as to be of interest to the NRM, and it was agreed to revise the disposal accordingly.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Secretary to advise parties concerned re disposal.

RHC 10/74
DESIGNATION & DISPOSAL: BRSA LADIES DARTS TEAM SHIELD
It was agreed to designate a BRSA Ladies Darts team shield.  This had been won on two occasions by a team from Shildon.  Disposal was agreed to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Secretary to advise parties concerned re disposal.

RHC 10/75
DESIGNATION & DISPOSAL: SIGNALBOX NAMEBOARD – WESTERN JUNCTION
It was agreed to designate an NSE-style signalbox nameboard Western Junction (at Dalston).  This had in fact already been removed, and disposal was sought by NR.  Howard Newby proposed, as chairman of ASC, that disposal be also approved − to the NRM; this was also agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to issue designation notice.



Secretary to advise parties concerned re disposal.

RHC 10/76

DESIGNATION: GNER RECORDS – DETAILED LIST OF 




FILES
Members noted the final, detailed schedule.  Jonathan Pepler paid tribute to the considerable amount of work on this project carried out by Tim Procter and Carl Newton.  This was heartily endorsed by other members.

RHC 10/77

DE-DESIGNATION: PAINTING BY DAVID SHEPHERD –




WORKSHOP
No suitable home had been found for the painting Workshop, by David Shepherd.  This painting (34½” x 22½”, in a frame 37” x 24½”) showed Class 9F locomotive no. 92011 in shops – with Class 5MT (‘Black 5’) no. 44739 and Class 6P Jubilee no. 45627 in the background.  None of these locomotives had survived into preservation.  The owner, BRBR, had proposed de-designation, and this was agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise owner accordingly.

RHC 10/78

DE-DESIGNATION: REMAINING STRATHCLYDE PTE-




LOGO’D STATION SIGNS AT BOGSTON
A group of Strathclyde PTE-logo’d signs had been designated at Bogston, and had been offered – in order – to Glasgow Museum of Transport, NMS, and SRPS.  However, only one of these particular signs was sought – by all: this was a totem-style sign showing, from top to bottom, a BR/DfT double arrow, an SPT logo, the name ‘Bogston’, and the ScotRail logo.  NMS and SRPS had since been satisfied by other means.  It was agreed to de-designate the remaining signs.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise owner accordingly.

RHC 10/79

DE-DESIGNATION: ROLL CALL OF GENERAL MANAGERS:




NER TO BR EASTERN REGION
A roll call of General Managers, ranging from the days of the NER through to LNER, BR North Eastern Region, and BR Eastern Region, had been amongst the items designated in the former Board Room at York Main Headquarters.  This had been the property of Railtrack PLC.  The roll call had since gone missing.  However, Frank Paterson – Chairman of the Friends of the NRM, and the last General Manager to feature – had been in possession of a spare copy of the roll call, which he had kindly handed over to NR in place of the missing one; this would be held at the Clifton Moor archive.  It was agreed to de-designate the original roll call, and express the thanks of the Committee to Frank Paterson for his kind gesture.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise owner accordingly.



Secretary to thank Mr Paterson as indicated.

RHC 10/80

DISPOSAL: PLAN OF LOCHGORM WORKS
Disposal of the plan of Lochgorm Works, Inverness, was agreed to NAS.  (It was believed to date from the late 1950s, with amendments.)

ACTION:
Secretary to advise owner accordingly.

RHC 10/81

DISPOSAL: BRBR PAINTINGS
Disposal was agreed of the following paintings, as indicated –

A Gerard


Girl and InterCity


NRM
Ernest Sargieson

Evening Arrival


NRM

Ernest Sargieson

Loading Newspaper, King’s Cross
NRM

Claude Buckle


Falkland Palace


Fife Council

Claude Buckle


Holyrood Palace

           City of Edinburgh Council

Kenneth Steel


Royal Deeside



Aberdeen Museum.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.

RHC 10/82

DISPOSAL: SRPS ITEMS
Further disposal of any items still in the ownership of SRPS was agreed to SRMCT (Scottish Railway Museum Collections Trust).

ACTION:
Secretary to advise owner accordingly.

RHC 10/83

RE-DISPOSAL: ‘PRINCE HENRY’ NAMEPLATES AND 

CRESTS
Consent for disposal of the nameplates and crests from Class 47 no. 47799 had previously been given on 26th June 2009 to Ballater Station Visitors Centre.  However, the matter had been considered once more by SSC and a recommendation now made in favour of NMS.  This was agreed.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.

RHC 10/84

DISPOSAL: EARLY PRIVATISED RAILWAY NETWORK 




MAP – 2 COPIES
Two copies of “Britain’s National Railway Network Map, 1998” had been designated.  This showed the logos of all TOCs in existence at the time.  Disposal was agreed to the NRM and NMS.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.

RHC 10/85

DISPOSAL: ‘BRITISH RAIL AGENT’ SIGN, SAXMUNDHAM


Disposal of the “British Rail Agent” sign from Saxmundham was agreed to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.

RHC 10/86

DISPOSAL: EMU NAMEPLATE ‘BLETCHLEY PRIDE’
Disposal of the nameplate Bletchley Pride, from Class 321 electric multiple unit no. 321425, was agreed to Milton Keynes Museum.  (It was noted that Mike Lamport had chosen the name.)

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.

RHC 10/87

DISPOSAL: LCDR/SECR MILEPOST 7¾
Disposal of LCDR/SECR milepost 7¾ was agreed to the NRM.

The Secretary had confirmed that, according to an expert, the milepost was definitely London Chatham & Dover Rly design, and that the chances were more than 90% that it had been installed by the LCDR; from 1899, it would have been installed by the South Eastern & Chatham Railways Joint Management Committee.  All should be revealed by examination of the back, if and when removed from the piece of rail to which it was attached.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.

RHC 10/88

DISPOSAL: TRAINLOAD FREIGHT WALL RELIEF: 




‘FREIGHT BUSINESS’
It was agreed that the Trainload Freight wall relief Freight Business, by Chris Plowman, be disposed to the NRM.

ACTION:
Secretary to advise parties accordingly.
RHC 10/89

TANK WAGON No. 041181 (FORMERLY CR No. 25455)
It had been hoped to bring this item forward for disposal at this meeting.  However, owner DB Schenker had requested more time to consider proposals both for restoration and disposal.

RHC 10/90

PUBLICITY
A press release had been drawn up at the time of the announcement of the Government’s intention to wind down the work of the Committee – see appended.  This had met with the approval of DfT.  It had been sent out to enquirers, and put up on the website.  In addition, the Chairman had circulated it to AIA, AIM, and HRA.  Coverage had followed in various publications, most notably Heritage Railway.  Also, Steam Railway and Railnews.  An article was anticipated in the December edition of Modern Railways.

It was agreed that a press release should be put together following the nameplate handover ceremony that preceded the meeting.  This should restate paragraph two of the earlier release.

Handover of Bryan Organ painting: Isambard Kingdom Brunel at Box Tunnel (1978)
This painting would be handed over to the Brunel Museum at an event on 2nd December.  A press release had been drawn up for that by the Museum, with assistance from the Committee.

Sir Felix Pole nameplate
First Great Western are now keen to dispose of the designated nameplate Sir Felix Pole.  The grandson Felix Pole is keen to be involved in the ceremony.

RHC 10/91

REPORT FROM SECRETARY
The Secretary drew attention to the fact that there had been no Annual Report for 2009−10.  This had followed an instruction from DfT not to spend any money on production of such a report.  Members felt however that a basic report was still needed, and the Secretary suggested that a simple version could still be uploaded to the website.  It was agreed that such a report be drawn up.

Members suggested that the Committee’s own records should appear as an item on the next agenda, and this was agreed.

The secretary was thanked for his report.

ACTION:
Chairman to produce Chairman’s Report.



Secretary to produce basic Annual Report.



Secretary to add Committee’s own records to next agenda.

RHC 10/92

REPORT FROM SCOTTISH SUB-COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of 17th September were noted.  David Brown stated that the records of Transport Scotland would in future be better looked after following an intervention by SSC.

RHC 10/93

REPORT FROM ARTEFACTS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October were noted.  Howard Newby referred to a debate which had taken place with regard to the possible designation of a Class 60 locomotive.  Steve Davies expressed concern that modern-day diesel locomotives could be underrepresented in the national collection.  The NRM did not wish to be seen purely as a steam or, at least, first-generation diesel, museum.  He would come back at a future date with a more thorough analysis.  He would, also, talk to DB Schenker directly – and provide a report to the next meeting of ASC.

RHC 10/94

REPORT FROM RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting held 5th November were noted.  Jonathan Pepler stated that he had asked Tim Procter and Carl Newton if they would write a report of their experiences with the GNER records, to act as a case study.  This should prove extremely useful for the future.

RHC 10/95

NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 14th January, rather than 11th March as earlier agreed.  The Secretary agreed to check the availability of the Smith Centre at the Science Museum.  Provisional timings: ASC – 10.30; main committee: 12.00.

ACTION:
Secretary to arrange next meeting, at Science Museum as indicated if possible.

There was no further business.

The Chairman thanked London Transport Museum for their hospitality.

Following the meeting, members were able to visit the museum.

