
Parking badges for disabled people1 
 

Key results 
 

• The number of parking badges for disabled people (Blue Badges) on issue in 
England increased by 2 per cent over the period 31 March 2006 to 31 March 
2007. It now stands at 2.3 million (Chart 1 and Table 1). 

• There has been a long upward trend in badges issued, with the number of 
badges on issue more than trebbling since 1987. At 31 March 2007, there 
were 45 badges on issue per 1,000 people compared to 34 per 1,000 ten 
years earlier.  

• The number of badges on issue at the local authority’s discretion increased 
by 3 per cent over the twelve-month period to 31 March 2007 while the 
number of badges issued to those in automatic categories remained virtually 
unchanged. At 31 March 2007, just under two thirds of blue badges were on 
issue at Local Authorities’ discretion. 

• The number of badges on issue to institutions such as elderly care homes 
rose by 2 per cent over the twelve-month period to 31 March 2007. The 
proportion of all badges issued that are allocated to institutions has changed 
little, at 1.2 per cent. 

• The North West has more badges per head of population than any other 
region. Local Authorities in the North West have currently issued 62 badges 
per 1,000 people, compared with a national average (in England) of 45 per 
1,000 people (Table 2). 

• London issues fewer badges per head than any other region, at 31 per 1,000 
people. This is due, in part, to demographic patterns. London has the lowest 
rate of car ownership in England, and has a slightly younger age profile. 
Additionally, the Blue Badge parking scheme does not operate in parts of 
Central London, meaning that the scheme is less useful to residents of these 
areas. 

• Further details, showing badges issued at local authority level, are shown in 
Table 3. 

 

                                                 
1  2007 figures revised on 20 November 2008. 



Chart 1  Parking Badges on issue to disabled people and institutions, England, 
1997–2007
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Table 1:  Number of parking badges on issue to disabled people in England and rate per 1,000
of total population: 1997–20071

At 31 
March

Thousands

Number per 
1,000 

population2 Thousands Per Cent Thousands Per Cent Thousands Per Cent

1997 1,636 34 672 41 938 57 26 1.6
1998 1,713 35 702 41 985 57 26 1.5
1999 1,821 37 712 39 1,082 59 28 1.5
2000 1,854 38 685 37 1,141 62 27 1.5
2001 1,925 39 714 37 1,184 62 27 1.4
2002 2,019 41 761 38 1,229 61 30 1.5
2003 2,030 41 825 41 1,178 58 26 1.3
2004 2,054         41 806 39 1,220 59 27 1.3
2005 2,092         41 843 40 1,223 58 26 1.2
2006 2,258         44 825 37 1,404 62 28 1.2
2007 r 2,307         45 827 36 1,452 63 29 1.2

Percentage change
2006-2007 2 0 3 2
2005-2006 8 -2 15 9
1997-2007 41 23 55 8

1 Components may not sum exactly to totals due to rounding.
2 Based on ONS mid-year population estimates.
r revised figures

All Badges Badges on issue to individuals
Badges on issue to 

institutions
Issued at LA's 

discretion
Issued to those in 

automatic categories

 
 
 



Region
All Badges 

(number)
Population1 

(thousands)

Rate per 
1,000 of the 

area 
population

Population1 

per cent of 
retirement age 

or above

Badges 
issued to 

institutions 
(number)

Badges issued 
to individuals 

(number)

All England 2,306,567 51,092 45               19 28,517 2,278,050 
 of which
London 231,768 7,557 31               14 3,793 227,975
North East 135,819 2,565 53               20 1,320 134,499
North West 425,755 6,864 62               19 5,051 420,704
Yorkshire & the Humber 214,775 5,177 41               19 2,030 212,745
East Midlands 192,831 4,400 44               19 1,903 190,928
West Midlands 260,681 5,382 48               19 2,966 257,715
East of England 254,618 5,661 45               20 2,183 252,435
South East 332,749 8,309 40               20 5,510 327,239
South West 257,571 5,178 50               22 3,761 253,810

1 Based on ONS 2007 mid-year population estimates.

Table 2: Number of parking badges on issue to disabled people by Government Office 
Region at 31 March 2007

 

 

Background 
 
The Department for Transport has produced the results of an annual survey of the 
number of Blue Badges issued by local authorities to individuals who have 
disabilities, and to institutions such as care homes. Data for years prior to 1994 were 
collected by the Department for Health. 
 
The survey covers local authorities in England. The badges may remain valid for a 
three-year period so the survey shows a rolling total of those on issue. 
 
There are two main categories for eligibility for a Blue Badge, the automatic category 
and the discretionary category. Entitlement is automatically granted for those who 

• are claiming the higher rate of Disability Living Allowance; 
• have a government-issued car, or a grant for their own car; 
• are eligible for War Pensioner’s Mobility Supplement; or 
• are registered blind. 

 
Local authorities have the power to grant badges to other applicants at their 
discretion. Assessment criteria vary, but eligibility is usually based upon evidence 
from a physical examination, or a letter from a GP, or both. Over 60 per cent of 
badges issued are at the LA’s discretion. Severe upper limb disabilities, although 
allowing automatic entitlement to a badge, are included here as “discretionary”. 
 
Participation in the survey is non-compulsory, so data are carried forward from 
previous years when local authorities do not submit a return. Missing components 
are also estimated using previous years’ data.  
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