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TRANSPORT RESEARCH LABORATORY

DRIVING OFFENCES QUESTIONNAIRE
Please answer the following questions by ticking the box(es) or writing in the details. Any
information that you give will be treated in the strictest confidence, and not linked with your name
in any report on the study.

Q1 In your opinion, do the following
actions whilst driving along in light
traffic just below the speed limit
indicate:

A Not necessarily any lapse of attention

B A momentary lapse of attention

C More than a momentary lapse of attention

D Significantly more than a momentary lapse
of attention

(Please tick one box on each line)

A B C D

(i) Speaking on ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

a mobile phone

(ii) Reading a book ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

(iii) Selecting and lighting ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

a cigarette

(iv) Nodding off ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

(v) Eating a chocolate ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

bar

(vi) Tuning a car radio ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

(vii) Reading a map ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

(viii) Eating fish and chips ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

(ix) Attending to children ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

in the rear seat

(x) Using a TrafficMaster ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

display

Q2 There are guidelines for determining
the level of inattention that would
indicate an offence of Dangerous
Driving. Do you think they are:

Sufficient ¨1

Insufficient ¨2

Don’t know ¨3

Please comment:
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Q3 Are the current guidelines sufficient
in describing the circumstances in
which the following would indicate
an offence of Dangerous Driving?
(Please tick one box on each line)

Don’t
Sufficient Insufficient know

(i) Speeding ¨1 ¨2 ¨3

(ii) Close following ¨1 ¨2 ¨3

(‘tailgating’)

(iii) Overtaking ¨1 ¨2 ¨3

(iv) Overtaking on ¨1 ¨2 ¨3

the inside 
(‘undertaking’)

Please comment:

Q4 Is it currently necessary to prove
that the following actions were
deliberate in order to prove a charge
of Dangerous Driving? (Tick one box
on each line)

Some- Don’t
Yes No times know

(i) Driving the ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

wrong way on  
a one-way 
road 

(ii) Running a ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

red light

(iii) Failing to ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

observe a 
Stop sign 

Q5 Do you think that it should be
necessary to prove that an action
was deliberate in order to bring a
charge of Dangerous Driving?

Yes ¨1

No ¨2

Sometimes ¨3

Don’t know ¨4

Q6 How often are drivers charged with
Driving Without Due Care and
Attention when, in your opinion, they
should have been charged with
Dangerous Driving? (Tick one)

Very often ¨1

Often ¨2

Sometimes ¨3

Never ¨4

Don’t know ¨5

If you think it does happen, why is this?
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Q7 Do you feel that the terms Driving
Without Due Care and Attention or
Careless Driving fairly describe the
behaviour which the offences
represent?

Yes ¨1

No ¨2

Sometimes ¨3

Don’t know ¨4

If no/sometimes/don’t know, please comment:

Q8 Can you suggest other term(s)
which you think may be more
appropriate? (Please write in)

Q9 Would you like to see fixed penalty
notices for some minor Driving
Without Due Care and Attention
offences? 

Yes ¨1

No ¨2

Don’t know ¨3

If yes, which offences?

Q10 Do you think that the gaps between
the currently available penalties for
Driving Without Due Care and
Attention and Dangerous Driving are:

Too great ¨1

Too small ¨2

About right ¨3

Don’t know ¨4

Please comment:
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Q11 Do you think that the gaps between
the currently available penalties for
Dangerous Driving and Causing Death
by Dangerous Driving are:

Too great ¨1

Too small ¨2

About right ¨3

Don’t know ¨4

Please comment:

Q12 If a case of bad driving has resulted in
an accident, should this be treated:
(Please tick one)

More seriously than if ¨1

there was no accident 

Less seriously than if ¨2

there was no accident 

The same – the accident ¨3

should have no bearing 

It depends ¨4

Don’t know ¨5

Please comment:

Q13 If someone is killed by a driver who is
in breach of traffic regulations, should
the charge be something more
serious than Driving Without Due Care
and Attention?

Always ¨1

It depends on the circumstances ¨2

Don’t know ¨3

Please comment:
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Q14 It has been suggested that there are ‘gaps’ in the current legislation which could be
remedied by changes to – or additional classes of – existing offences. For each of
the four sets of charges shown below, please write in any problems you foresee.

Set of charges 1

Driving Without Due Care and Attention (as currently defined)

Dangerous Driving (as currently defined)

Death by Dangerous Driving (as currently defined)

Set of charges 2

Driving Without Due Care and Attention (as currently defined, but excluding cases involving fatalities)

Causing Death Whilst Driving Without Due Care and Attention (additional offence)

Dangerous Driving (as currently defined)

Death by Dangerous Driving (as currently defined)
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Set of charges 3

Driving Without Due Care and Attention (as currently defined, but excluding cases involving fatalities)

Dangerous Driving (as currently defined)

Causing Death by Driving (charged in all cases where some level of culpability was found, the
appropriate penalty being decided by the courts)

Set of charges 4

‘Bad Driving’ (replacing all three existing offences, with one sliding scale of penalties)
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Q15 If you had to recommend one of these
sets of charges for implementation,
which would it be? (Tick one)

Set of charges 1 ¨1

Set of charges 2 ¨2

Set of charges 3 ¨3

Set of charges 4 ¨4

Q16 How acceptable would each of the above sets of charges be to you? 
(Tick one box on each line)

Fully Reasonably Unacceptable without Totally 
acceptable acceptable some adjustment unacceptable

Set of charges 1 ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

Set of charges 2 ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

Set of charges 3 ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

Set of charges 4 ¨1 ¨2 ¨3 ¨4

Q17 Are there any further changes to the
current offences that you would like
to see?

Yes ¨1

No ¨2

If yes, please describe:

Q18 Do you think that current Road
Traffic Law offers appropriate
charges for all cases of bad driving? 

Yes ¨1

No ¨2

Don’t know ¨3

If not, could you describe what you feel 
is lacking?
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Q19 Under current legislation the
defendant’s driving is compared to 
‘a careful and competent driver’. 
Do you think that this is a sufficiently
clear standard?

Yes ¨1

No ¨2

Sometimes ¨3

Don’t know ¨4

If not, what standard would you suggest?

Q20 In your opinion, what percentage of
the driving population is ‘careful and
competent’? (Tick one)

Less than 10% ¨1

11-25% ¨2

26-50% ¨3

51-75% ¨4

76-90% ¨5

Over 91% ¨6

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Q21 What is your occupation? (If police
please state rank and whether traffic
police. If you are a magistrate please
state that here) 

Q22 For how long have you been at this
position?

Q23 Which agency do you work for? 

Q24 Would you describe the area in
which you do your job as:

Urban ¨1

Rural ¨2

Provincial ¨3

Q25 Are you:

Male ¨1

Female ¨2

If you have any further comments on
issues regarding these Road Traffic
Offences, please use this space below
(continue on a separate sheet if
necessary)

Please return your completed questionnaire
in the envelope provided by

July 28, 2000

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR HELP


