
Maritime Statistics Advisory Group (MSAG) 

The Maritime Statistics Advisory Group is chaired by the Department for Transport and includes
members from Government, the maritime industry and the academic and consuiltancy sector with
experience of using and providing data for official maritime statistics, and with practical experience of the
sector itself. 

Its terms of reference are: 

to discuss and advise the Department on the possible data sources and methods which could be used
to fill information gaps identified through the National Statistics Quality Review of Maritime
Statistics, taking accouint of the value added as well as the costs for data  suppliers and the
Department, and commercial confidentiality considerations. 
to provide a focal point for the reporting of progress in response to the recommendations of the
Quality Review generally. 
to provide an informal sounding board for the Department’s plans for developing Maritime Statistics. 

The founder members (based on membership of Project Board of the 2007 Maritime Statistics National
Quality Review) are shown below. Others are invited to participate according to the topics under
discussion. 
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Organisation Role 

Statistics Logistics, Aviation and Maritime Division, DfT (chair and secretariat) 

Ports Policy Division, DfT (stakeholder representative) 

Shipping Policy Division, DfT (stakeholder representative) 

British Ports Association (stakeholder representative) 

Cardiff University (expert advisor)  

Chamber of Shipping (stakeholder representative) 

Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers (stakeholder representative) 

London Metropolitan University (expert advisor) 

MDS-Transmodal Limited (expert advisor) 

Port of London Authority (expert advisor) 

UK Major Ports Group (stakeholder representative) 

The work of the group is conducted largely electronically or through subgroups, with one or two formal
meetings per year. 

For further information please contact:
Margaret Talbot
Maritime Statistics Branch
Department for Transport
Zone 2/29 Great Minster House
76 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DR
Tel: 020 7944 3087
Fax: 020 7944 2165
Email: maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

For related documents, pages and internet links, see the column on the right.  
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