
The DfT Interoperability Team 

The DfT Interoperability Team’s purpose is to work with stakeholders to resolve issues where action is
needed at national or European level.  We do this by: 

working in partnership with stakeholders to ensure that interoperability is a lever for constructive
change in the rail industry, and to promote the implementation of the Interoperability Regulations in
line with UK Government policy; 
representing the UK as Member State in European negotiations with the European Commission on
Interoperability and Safety, including as a member of the Article 21 Committee which supports the
Commission with pan-European implementation of interoperability, and with the European Railway
Agency; and 
acting as the Competent Authority for the Regulations in Great Britain (the Competent Authority in
Northern Ireland is the Department for Regional Development in Northern Ireland).  The Competent
Authority decides whether major work on an existing asset requires authorisation under the
Regulations, and, where appropriate may grant derogation from a TSI requirement. 

If you have any questions or difficulties with interoperability or any of the TSIs, if you are contemplating
an innovative project, or if your project is for renewal of upgrade of an existing subsystem, please contact
the DfT Interoperability Team at interoperability@dft.gsi.gov.uk. 

For related documents, pages and internet links, see the column on the right. 
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