@ MARINE GUIDANCE NOTE

=ca MGN 8 (M)

Maritime and Coastguard Agency
(Amendment)

Certificates of Competency - Education and Training
Schemes.

Notice to all Owners, Engineer Officers, Trainee Engineers and those concerned with
Maritime Training

This notice should be read with MGN 8, MGN 93 and MGN 278.

Summary

The amendments to MGN 8 are:

e Replacement of section 10.1 to give clarification of the training requirements for
Engineer Officer candidates not following an approved Merchant Navy Training Board
(MNTB) training programme;

e Updated information on the Index to Parts of the training and certification series of
guidance notes;

e Updated list of Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) Marine Office contact details.

To train for a MCA Engineer Officer of the Watch (EOOW) Certificate of Competency (CoC) a
candidate must either:

o follow a MNTB approved training scheme; or

o apply for a “Letter of Initial Assessment” from the MCA.
Under the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping
1978 as amended (STCW 95) all applicants for EOOW CoC must complete a minimum of 30
months training approved by the MCA.

1. Introduction/ Background

1.1 The training and certification series of guidance notes is currently under review. MGN 8
‘Certificates of Competency — Education and Training Schemes’ and MGN 93 ‘Certificates
of Competency — Engine Department’ will be revised and updated. They are being
redrafted alongside other parts of the series to enhance consistency and clarity. The
process including consultation will take some time so in the interim this Amendment is to
bring important clarification about entry to EOOW CoC and also to update the information
on the Index to Parts and MCA Marine Office contact details.

1.2 Index to Parts: Under the review the part numbers and some titles previously published
will change. During this transitional period the Index to Parts will not be published in MSNs
or MGNs but will be made available via the Agency website.



1.3 Marine Office Contact Details: A revision of Annex 1 is attached.

2. Replacement text for section 10.1 of MGN 8

2.1 The following is to clarify the training requirements for those wishing to gain entry to
EOOW CoC but who are not following a MNTB approved training programme.

2.2 The following text should be read in place of the text shown in section 10.1 of MGN 8.

10.0

10.1
10.1.1

10.1.2

10.1.3

10.1.4

ENGINEER OFFICER CERTIFICATES

Officer in Charge of an Engineering Watch — OOW (STCW 95 Reg. lli/1)

Engineer officer candidates who are not following a MNTB approved training
programme are required to have completed one of the following forms of initial
training in the UK:

shore-based training in engineering craft practice: following a recognised
traditional apprenticeship or Modern Apprenticeship in engineering or other
scheme involving three years craft training (including UK armed services
training) to the satisfaction of the MCA; or

engineer graduate: having satisfactorily completed a full time course of study
to at least the standard of the EdExcel (BTEC) or Scottish Qualifications
Authority (SQA) Higher National Diploma (HND) in engineering; or

Royal Navy: commissioned officers who have specialised in marine
engineering, Marine Engineering Artificers, Marine Engineering Mechanicians
and certain Marine Engineering Mechanics, on active service or retired; or

experienced seafarer programme: details of which can be found in MGN 278
- Experienced seafarer to Engineer Officer of the Watch.

Prior to commencing engineer officer training in the merchant navy the above
candidates must apply to the Examiner of Engineers in the MCA Seafarer
Training and Certification Branch for an assessment of the suitability of their
initial training. The reply will be in the form of a Letter of Initial Assessment
which must be produced by candidates when subsequently applying for an
EOOW CoC. Application forms for a Letter of Initial Assessment (MSF 4352)
and current fee information are available from our website www.mcga.gov.uk.
The application should be fully completed and sent with the required supporting
documentation plus the current fee.

Those whose initial training is not considered suitable must follow a MNTB
approved training programme (Officer Training (Foundation Degree), Cadetship
or Apprenticeship) of thirty months or more.

Candidates will be required to complete a period of qualifying sea service on
ships of 350 kW or more Registered Power. The amount of sea service required
will be stated in the Letter of Initial Assessment but will not be less than:

motor certificate: six months, of which at least four months must have been
spent in watchkeeping or duties associated with the Unmanned Machinery
Space (UMS) on the main propelling machinery of motor ships;

steam certificate: six months, of which at least four months must have been
spent in watchkeeping or UMS duties on the boilers and main propelling
machinery of steam ships;
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10.1.5

10.1.6

10.1.7

10.1.8

10.1.9

combined certificate: eight months, of which at least four months must have
been spent in watchkeeping or UMS duties on the main propelling machinery of
motor ships and at least four months must have been spent in watchkeeping or
UMS duties on the boilers and main propelling machinery of steam ships.

Sea service must be recorded/endorsed in the seafarer’s discharge book and/or
certificate(s) of discharge and be supported by testimonials signed by the Chief
Engineer. Testimonials signed by shore staff other than a company
superintendent will not be accepted.

Sea service performed in ships of the Royal Navy will be assessed as if it had
been performed in merchant ships.

Candidates will also be required to follow an approved programme, either
Vocational Qualification (VQ) route or Non-VQ route, of education and training
on board ship and ashore which includes:

¢ knowledge, understanding and proficiencies listed in the STCW 95 Code;

¢ ancillary training and other requirements listed in MGN 93 ‘Certificates of
Competency — Engine Department’.

During the sea service period a candidate will have to complete one of the
following which must be completed under the guidance of a MCA approved
training establishment:

o |f following the VQ route - National Vocational Qualification/Scottish
Vocational Qualification (NVQ/SVQ) Level 3 in Merchant Vessel
Engineering sea phase portfolio; or

o |If following the non VQ route - International Shipping Federation (ISF) ‘On
Board Training Record Book for Engineer Cadets’.

The academic requirements are as follows:-

e |f following the VQ route — successful completion of Underpinning
Knowledge (UPK) for NVQ/SVQ Level 3 in Merchant Vessel Engineering
delivered by a MCA approved training provider.

¢ [f following the non VQ route - MCA approved education leading to a pass
in the external written examination papers administered by the International
Association of Maritime Institutions (IAMI), divided into the following
academic and professional subjects:
e General Engineering Science | & I;
e General Engineering Knowledge;

e Motor and/or Steam Engineering Knowledge.

10.1.10 Oral examination — all candidates must pass the MCA EOOW oral examination.

The syllabus can be found in MGN 69 ‘Conduct of MCA Oral Examinations’.



More Information

Seafarer Training and Certification Branch
Maritime and Coastguard Agency

Bay 1/17

Spring Place

105 Commercial Road

Southampton

SO15 1EG

Tel : +44 (0) 23 8032 9231

Fax : +44 (0) 23 8032 9252

e-mail: exams.section@mcga.gov.uk

General Inquiries: 24 Hour Infoline
infoline@mcga.gov.uk
0870 600 6505

MCA Website Address: www.mcga.gov.uk
File Ref: MC 124/001/0051
Published: June 2006

© Crown Copyright 2006

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas
Printed on material containing minimum 75% post-consumer waste paper
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Scotland and N.Ireland Region

Aberdeen Marine Office
Scotland and N.Ireland Region
Marine House
Blaikies Quay
ABERDEEN
AB11 5EZ
Tel: 01224 597900
Fax: 01224 571920

Belfast Marine Office
Scotland and N.Ireland Region
HM Coastguard
Bregenz House
Quay Street
BANGOR
Co.Down
BT20 5ED
Tel: 028 9147 5310
Fax: 028 9147 5321

Glasgow Marine Office
Scotland and N. Ireland Region
Navy Buildings
Eldon Street
GREENOCK
Inverclyde
PA16 7QY
Tel: 01475 553370
Fax: 01475 553357

Leith Marine Office
Scotland and N. Ireland Region
Suite 3
Waterside House
46 The Shore
EDINBURGH
EH6 6QV
Tel: 0131 554 5488
Fax: 0131 554 7689

Shetland Marine Office
Scotland and N Ireland Region
The Knab
Knab Road
LERWICK
Shetland
ZE1 0AX
Tel: 01595 743514
Fax: 01595 696816

Revised Annex 1

Western Region

Falmouth Marine Office
Western Region
Pendennis Point

Castle Drive
FALMOUTH
Cornwall
TR11 4WZ
Tel: 01326 310811
Fax: 01326 314331

Plymouth Marine Office
Western Region
New Fish Market,

Baylys Wharf,
Fish Quay
PLYMOUTH
PL4 OLH
Tel: 01752 266211
Fax: 01752 225826

Brixham Marine Office
Customs House
Kings Quay
BRIXHAM
TQ5 9TW
Tel: 01803 884002
Fax: 01803 884050

Cardiff Marine Office
Wales and West of England Region
Anchor Court
Ocean Way
CARDIFF
CF24 54w
Tel: 029 2044 8800
Fax: 029 2044 8810

Liverpool Marine Office
Western Region
Hall Road West

Crosby
LIVERPOOL
Merseyside
L23 8SY
Tel: 0151 931 6600
Fax: 0151 931 6615

Milford Haven Marine Office
Western Region
Gorsewood Drive

Hakin
MILFORD HAVEN
Pembrokeshire
SA73 3HB
Tel: 01646 699604 or 01646 697938
Fax: 01646 699606



Eastern Region

Hull Marine Office (Beverley)
Eastern Region
Crosskill House

Mill Lane
BEVERLEY
HU17 9JB
Tel: 01482 866606
Fax: 01482 869989

MCA Tyne
Eastern Region
Compass House
Tyne Dock
SOUTH SHIELDS
NE34 9PY
Tel: 0191 496 9900
Fax: 0191 496 9901

Stockton on Tees Marine Office
Eastern Region
3rd Floor
Victoria House
Pearson Court
Pearson Way
Teesdale Park
STOCKTON ON TEES
TS17 6PT
Tel: 01642 611040
Fax: 01642 614048

Harwich Marine Office
MCA Thames
East Terrace
WALTON on the NAZE
Essex
CO14 8PY
Tel: 01255 682107
Fax 01255 682108

Great Yarmouth Marine Office
Eastern Region
5th Floor
Havenbridge House
GREAT YARMOUTH
Norfolk
NR30 2HZ
Tel: 01493 841300
Fax: 01493 841333

Dover Marine Office
Eastern Region
Langdon Battery

Swingate
DOVER
CT15 5NA
Tel: 01304 218500
Fax: 01304 218505

Orpington Marine Office
Eastern Region
Central Court
1 Knoll Rise
ORPINGTON
Kent
BR6 0JA
Tel: 01689 890400
Fax: 01689 890446

Southampton Marine Office
Eastern Region
Spring Place
105 Commercial Road,
SOUTHAMPTON
SO15 1EG

Tel: 023 80329 329

Fax: 023 80329 351
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