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DEATHS AT SEA EXPLAINED

INTRODUCTION
The Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA) understands that this is a difficult time for anyone who has to deal with the death of a relative or friend at sea.  The purpose of this leaflet is to explain the paperwork process so that you will be aware of what needs to be done to provide a certified extract from a return of death for the deceased.

MCA’S RESPONSIBILITY
This office has the responsibility under the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 to provide a certified extract from a return of death upon receipt of the appropriate paperwork and relevant fee.  We provide certified extracts for the following:

· Any person who has died on a United Kingdom registered vessel, or

· A British citizen who has died on a vessel not registered in the United Kingdom but which calls at a port in the UK in the course of or at the end of a voyage.

What is the process?

The master of the vessel completes form RBD1 (UK registered vessels) or RBD3 (foreign registered vessels) and sends them to this office as the ‘return of death’.  In the case of an RBD3, we can not insist that the master of a foreign flagged vessel completes the form; we can only request that they do.

We then ensure that after liaison with coroners, the shipping company, police and very often funeral directors that everything is in order.  When this has been achieved and a medical cause of death has been established we can issue the certified extract.

What is a certified extract?

A certified extract is the official document produced which is accepted by probate authorities in the United Kingdom.

How long does it take?

Once RSS has received all the required paperwork a death registration is made within 3 working days.  A certified extract can be issued upon written request which is accompanied by the fee.  Please contact RSS for confirmation of the current fee.

However, if someone is lost at sea and a body is not recovered it will take longer as it may be necessary to hold an inquiry under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, or await the finding of an HM Coroners inquest.

General Information

Although the MCA issues certified extracts, we do not issue burial or cremation certificates.  Advice regarding this should be sought from HM Coroner or your local Registrar.
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