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Dear Sir / Madam
SHIPBOARD NOISE AND VIBRATION : CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED GUIDANCE TO INDUSTRY

· Code of Practice for Controlling risks due to Whole body Vibration on ships

· Code of Practice for Controlling risks due to Hand-Transmitted Vibration on Ships

· Code of Practice for Controlling risks due to Noise on Ships
1. This consultation seeks views on draft guidance to industry on the control of risks to health and safety associated with noise and vibration on board ships. The draft Codes have been prepared for MCA by the University of Southampton’s Institute of Sound and Vibration Research. They are intended to support implementation of the  Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Control of Noise at Work) Regulations 2007 (SI 2007/3075) and the Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Control of Vibration at Work) Regulations 2007 (SI 2007/3077).

    The  Codes are intended to be non-mandatory and are particularly  drafted to help those concerned with designing, building and owning or managing ships to comply with the Regulations. The draft Code on Noise is intended to replace the Code of practice for noise levels in ships, published by HMSO (2nd edition 1990)
2. Your comments are invited on:

- the content of the draft Codes. It would be particularly helpful if comments could be in the form of specific suggestions for change rather than general observations. (If, for example, the Codes are considered to be too long, it would be helpful to have views on which sections might be deleted or shortened and appropriate wording.)
- the format of the final versions based on the options outlined below: 
Option one : One publication
Single publication to cover all guidance -  Noise, Whole Body Vibration, Hand Transmitted Vibration and Noise

Option Two: Two publications
Code of Practice for controlling risks due to both Hand-Transmitted and Whole Body Vibration on Ships
+

Code of Practice to cover Noise on Ships

Option Three: Three publications 
Code of Practice for Controlling risks due to Whole body Vibration on ships

Code of Practice for Controlling risks due to Hand-Transmitted Vibration on Ships

Code of Practice for Controlling risks due to Noise on Ships
3.  Comments should be provided in writing by post, fax or email to:-

Sharon Judge
Deputy Manager Health and Safety
Seafarer Safety & Health Branch

Maritime & Coastguard Agency

Bay 1/29 Spring Place

105 Commercial Road

Southampton

SO15 1EG

Fax:      023 8032 9251

Email:   sharon.Judge@mcga.gov.uk
                                to arrive no later than 24 April. 

4 Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes. These are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

5  If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the MCA.

6. The MCA will process your personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act and in the majority of circumstances this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

7. In the light of any comments received, the intention is to publish the Code(s) in mid-2009. 

8. This consultation is being conducted in accordance with Cabinet Office Code of Practice on Written Consultations.

9. Electronic versions of the consultation documents can be found on the MCA Website using the following address http://www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga07-home/shipsandcargoes/consultations/mcga-currentconsultations.htm This will open up the "Current Consultations" page on which is listed the consultation on  Vibration and Noise Control.
Yours faithfully

Sharon Judge

Deputy Manager, Health and Safety

Seafarer Safety and health Branch

