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Isle of Wight – 400km2 Licensed area – 1344km2  

Dredged area – 135km2 

Intensively dredged area – 49km2           

Scale of UK marine aggregate activity

Prospecting/application areas represent a further 1900km2
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Regional Environmental Assessment

Synergies in what industry & regulators require

• Identify, assess and resolve regional scale 
cumulative & in combination issues

• Reduce duplication of effort

• Improved robustness and consistency

• Understand, plan and manage workload more 
effectively

REA = Win/Win for industry & regulators



Eastern English Channel Region
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How to provide confidence?

Site specific

Cumulative Regional context

REA

Increasing spatial scale/Decreasing data resolution

REC



REA versus REC

Regional Environmental Assessment 
(REA)

Industry funded programme
Focussed description of area 

potentially effected by aggregate 
extraction

Provides impact assessment 
benchmark

Specific impact assessment end use

Regional Environmental Characterisation 
(REC)

Government funded programme
Broadscale environmental 

characterisation of wider region
Provides general environmental context
Wider potential end use

Synergies between the two

Data comparable and capable of filling gaps in respective programmes

High quality data to describe environmental conditions

Similar data types

Data from each programme is compatible for integration
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REC data management

Strategic aim to promote co-ordination and establishment 
of sustainable archives for the dissemination of research

Publicly funded – ability to access results and data is key

Web based information portal already exists – hosts 
project metadata and digital reports

http://www.marinealsf.org.uk/

Expansion of this facility to host & allow access to project 
source data – modelled on DAC/MEDIN requirements 

http://www.marinealsf.org.uk/
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