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Annex 1

Issue One:

The benefits of the existing
oral examination system
and any alternatives
that may be available
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Issue One: The benefits of the existing oral examination system and any alternatives
that may be available

1. Possible Solution(s): To continue with the MCA conducting oral examinations as
the final part of the issue of the Certificate of Competency.

2. Benefits: Final independent check on candidate to confirm a satisfactory level of
the overall knowledge of the seafarer; independent check on the effectiveness and
guality of the traning providers; maintenance of the internationally recognised
credibility of the MCA’s procedure for the issue of a Certifcate of Competency;
Opportunity of promoting good working relationships between the candidate and
the MCA.
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3. Benchmark:

3.1. Driving Standards Agency (DSA) ~ The main functions of DSA are to test drivers,
motor cycle rider and driving instructors fairly to ensure they are up to the driving
standards. Along with these main functions, the Agency carry out training of driving
examiners; maintains the register of Approved Driving Instructors (ADI); supervising of
compulsory basic training for learner motor cyclists (CBT); delivering the theory test;
promoting road safety; produce range of publications and multi-media learning
aids; monitoring of pass rates; supervision of DSA examiners.

3.2. Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) ~ Final check on candidate to
confirm level of the overall knowledge of the seafarer; examiners use their personal
judgement based on technical content and an exam weighting guidance system to
determine whether the candidate has met the required standard; actively exploring
the use of software that can be used to screen candidates before entering the oral
exam; fully auditable process in place.

3.3. Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) ~ The MPA carries out the
conducting of an oral exam at their premises and there is only one exam centre
available to candidates; oral exam process is split into two parts simulation and orals;
simulation is carried out by the integrated simulation centre and candidates must
pass this aspect before moving onto the oral examination; process is not auditable.

3.4. South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) ~ SAMSA operate in a rigid
fashion and publish the venues for the completion of oral examinations in December
prior to the new-year. Information relating to SAMSA is not easily obtained but it is
clear that they operate under political pressure.
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Of the 28 who considered the MCA should not continue to
undertake the oral examinations.

21 (74%) considered they should be undertaken by
Maritime Colleges.
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5. Comments:

Over 97% considered the MCA should continue to conduct oral examinations and of
the remaining 3% it was considered that Mariitme Colleges would be best placed to
conduct the examinations.
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