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Dear
Freedom of Information Request

I am writing regarding your request for information under the terms of the Freedom of
Information Act 200 (FOIA), which was received at the Agency’s Regional Enforcement
Centre (REC) in Bournemouth on 13 May 2008. This response deals specifically with that
request. A separate reply is being sent to you to address the concerns raised about the
enforcement action taken against you.

In answer to the first part of your request:

“How much money have you collected in fines since SORN started.”

It has been a legal requirement since January 1998 that the registered keeper of a vehicle
must ensure that it is, at all times, either currently licensed or that a Statutory Off Road
Notification (SORN) declaration is made.

The objectives of the SORN legislation were reinforced with the introduction of CR in
January 2004. CR legislation and corresponding regulations took effect from 30 November
2003 with enforcement action being taken from March 2004 for a failure to renew vehicle
licences/SORN declarations expiring at the end of December 2003. Where vehicles are
identified without a valid licence or SORN under the CR legislation following a scan of the
vehicle database, enforcement action is taken directly from the vehicle record and late
licensing penalty (LLP) letters are issued automatically to the registered keeper. I should
explain that no distinction is made in the statistics held berween LLPs issued for a failure to
relicense or declare SORN. Statistical information for either of these offences is, therefore,
recorded under the ‘CR offence umbrella’.
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