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Freedom of Information

Your request for information has now been dealt with under the terms of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

You asked:-

1. The DVLA are responsible for the prosecution of offenders under section 29 of the
Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994. Is it the policy to prosecute for the offence
of failing to display a vehicle excise licence even when the licence is in force at the time
one was not displayed?

Vehicle registration and licensing is governed by the Vehicle Excise and Registration Act
1994 (as amended).

I can confirm that DVLA can prosecute offenders under section 29 of VERA for using or
keeping an unlicensed vehicle, whilst the police can prosecute Section 33 of the Act for the
offence of using or keeping a vehicle on the public road while not displaying a vehicle
licence (tax disc).

2. Must the location of the offence be on an area maintained at public expense?

Direct enforcement action can only be taken against a vehicle used or kept on a public road.
A public road is defined in Section 62 (1) of the Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994
(VERA) as amended, as a road, which is repairable at the public expense. This definition
extends to roads in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. In Scotland the Roads (Scotland)
Act 1984 defines a public road as a road which a roads authority has a duty to maintain.
However from 1 September 2008, in addition to public roads, VED enforcement will also
cover vehicles in public places where a legitimate Statutory Off Road Notification (SORN)
has not been made.
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