Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency

Telephone

Fax

Minicom

Email

Website www.direct.gov.uk/motoring

Your Ref
Our Ref

Date: 13 December 2006

Dear
Freedom of Information Request

The Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) has completed its search for the
information you requested on 10 November 2006 under the terms of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

In answer to your request:

"In the postcode areas SR1 - SR8, DHI - DHS5, NE35 - NE38, TS24 - TS26, how many fines
and how much in fines have been issued to keepers of vehicles for not renewing their road tax
or declaring SORN. a) in the past 12 months b) since the new system of automatically issuing
fines for those who have not declared SORN or renewed their tax disk."

When dealing with your request, we have taken your reference to ‘fines’ to mean the total
number of late licensing penalty notices (LLPs) issued to vehicle keepers for failure to renew
their vehicle excise licence or to declare Statutory Off Road Notification (SORN) in the
above postcode areas.

It might help if I begin by explaining that it has been a legal requirement since January 1998
that the registered keeper of a vehicle must ensure that it is, at all times, either currently
licensed or that a SORN declaration is made. Under the system of Continuous Registration
(CR) introduced in January 2004, the registered keeper will remain responsible for re-
licensing or declaration of SORN until DVLA has been formally notified of the vehicle’s
transfer, destruction, export or theft. Enforcing this legislation is vital to the scheme’s
success.
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Since March 2004, enforcement action in respect of a failure to re-license or declare SORN
for a vehicle is taken under CR legislation, and as such statistical information for either of
these offences is recorded under the ‘CR offence umbrella’.

Each month, DVLA carries out a check of the vehicle register to identify vehicles apparently
without a valid licence or SORN declaration in force. Where a breach of the CR legislation is
thought to have occurred, penalty letters are issued automatically to the registered keeper.
LLPs are issued in accordance with Section 7A of the Vehicle Excise and Registration Act
1994 (VERA). The penalties are for the amount of £80, reduced to £40 on early settlement.
County Court action may ensue where the penalty remains unpaid to afford recovery of the
debt to the Crown.

To answer your request, we have determined the value of the LLPs issued at the higher rate
of penalty, but would ask you to bear in mind that the majority of offenders settle at the lower
rate. The statistical information for which you have asked is:

Period Since March 2004 December 2005 - November 2006
LLPs issued Value LLPs issued Value

SR1 - SR8 11306 £904,480 3861 £308,880

DH1 - DH5 6218 £497,440 2152 £172,160

NE35 - NE38 2720 £217,600 966 £77,280

TS24 - TS26 4210 £336,800 1413 £113,040

If you are unhappy with the way the Agency has handled your request, you may ask for an
internal review. You should contact the Local Operations Directorate Freedom of
Information Champion.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Further guidance of DfT complaints

procedures are detailed in Annex A.

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me, quoting the above reference in
any future communications.

Yours sincerely

Page 2 of 2




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


