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More detailed information on traffic flow data at selected points on the major 
road network and vehicle kilometre estimates by type of vehicle and class of 
road is available from the Department for Transport.  Enquiries should be 
made to the address below: 

Department for Transport 
Branch: Statistics Roads 2  
Zone 2/14 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
LONDON SW1P 4DR 
 
Tel: 020 7944 3095 
Fax: 020 7944 2164 
E-mail: roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
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1. All tables contain estimates for the period 1993 - 2004
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Special note 
 
 
1. The Department is undertaking a Quality Review of its road traffic 

estimates, under National Statistics guidelines. The report of this Quality 
Review will be published on the Department for Transport website in 2006. 

2. A short paper outlining the full methodology (How National Traffic 
Estimates are Made) used by the Department to calculate traffic estimates 
is available from the address on page 2.  
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Glossary 
 
VEHICLE TYPES 
Cars and taxis: Includes estate cars, light vans with windows to the rear of the 
driver's seat, passenger vehicles with 9 or fewer seats, three-wheeled cars, 
motorised invalid carriages, Sports Utility Vehicles (SUVs). Cars towing 
caravans or trailers are counted as one vehicle. 
 
Light vans: Goods vehicles up to 3,500 kgs. gross vehicle weight. Includes all 
car-based vans and those of the next highest carrying capacity such as transit 
vans. Also included are ambulances, pickups, milk floats and pedestrian 
controlled motor vehicles. Most of this group are delivery vans of one type or 
another. 
Goods vehicles: Goods vehicles over 3,500 kgs gross vehicle weight. Includes 
tractors (without trailers), road rollers, box vans and similar large vans. A two 
axle motor tractive unit without trailer is also included. 
 
Other motor vehicles, comprising: 
Larger buses and coaches: Public service vehicles and works buses which 
have a gross vehicle weight greater than 3,500 kgs. 
and 
Two-wheeled motor vehicles: Includes motorcycle combinations, scooters and 
mopeds. 
 
   
ROAD CLASSES 
Major roads: Include motorways and A roads.  These roads usually have high 
traffic flows and are often the main arteries to major destinations. 
Motorways:  Major roads often used for long distance travel.  They are usually 
three or more lanes in each direction and generally have the maximum speed 
limit of 70mph. 
A Roads: Can be trunk or principal roads.  These are often described as ‘main’ 
roads and tend to have heavy traffic flows though not as high as motorways. 
Trunk roads: Most motorways and many of the long distance rural A roads are 
trunk roads.  The responsibility for their maintenance lies with the Secretary of 
State and they are managed by the Highways Agency in England, the National 
Assembly of Wales in Wales and the Scottish Executive in Scotland (National 
Through Routes). 
Principal roads: These are major roads maintained by local authorities.  They 
are mainly A roads (though the local authorities do have responsibility for some 
motorways) and tend to be in rural areas.   
Minor roads: These are B roads, C roads and unclassified roads and are all 
maintained by the local authorities 
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Table 3: Road traffic in Great Britain by road class: Index numbers 
Seasonally adjusted index numbers  (1993=100)

Motorway Rural A roads Urban A roads Minor Rural Minor Urban All roads

Estimated traffic in 1993 (bvkms) 68.2 113.3 77.3 56.1 97.4 412.3

1993 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1994 103.8 102.8 101.6 102.8 100.7 102.2
1995 108.4 105.5 103.6 103.1 101.0 104.2
1996 114.8 109.0 104.6 105.0 102.2 107.0
1997 120.4 111.7 104.6 107.1 103.3 109.2
1998 125.7 113.5 105.2 107.7 105.1 111.2
1999 128.8 115.3 105.9 109.3 108.0 113.2
2000 * 129.6 114.7 105.6 109.7 108.3 113.3
2001 ** 133.2 117.6 105.9 109.9 109.7 115.1
2002 135.9 120.3 106.3 115.0 113.7 118.0
2003 136.4 122.9 105.7 114.9 114.9 118.9
2004 141.7 124.6 107.1 117.6 114.9 120.9

Seasonally adjusted index numbers  (average quarter 1993=100)

2001 Q1 131.7 116.1 104.1 108.3 108.6 113.6
Q2 133.0 118.0 106.5 108.5 107.8 114.6
Q3 132.9 117.1 106.3 110.5 109.4 115.0
Q4 135.0 119.2 106.5 112.4 113.0 117.0

2002 Q1 135.6 119.0 106.8 113.6 112.6 117.2
Q2 135.5 119.3 106.1 116.2 113.3 117.6
Q3 136.7 121.7 106.6 117.0 114.7 119.0
Q4 135.7 121.2 105.8 113.1 114.3 118.0

2003 Q1 136.1 122.0 104.8 113.9 115.4 118.4
Q2 135.3 122.4 106.2 113.0 114.8 118.4
Q3 138.3 123.7 105.7 114.5 115.6 119.6
Q4 135.8 123.4 106.2 118.4 113.8 119.3

2004 Q1 139.9 124.8 107.8 116.5 114.9 120.6
Q2 141.1 124.7 106.1 117.7 115.6 120.8
Q3 142.0 123.9 106.7 117.3 114.7 120.6
Q4 144.0 125.2 107.9 119.2 114.5 121.7

2005 Q1 P 142.5 123.8 103.9 116.5 115.2 120.2
Q2 P 143.4 124.2 106.3 121.8 117.2 122.0
Q3 P 143.0 125.0 104.4 121.0 116.0 121.4

Percentage change on previous year
1994 4 3 2 3 1 2.2
1995 4 3 2 0 0 1.9
1996 6 3 1 2 1 2.7
1997 5 3 0 2 1 2.1
1998 4 2 1 1 2 1.8
1999 2 2 1 2 3 1.8
2000 * 1 -1 0 0 0 0.0
2001 3 3 0 0 1 1.6
2002 2 2 0 5 4 2.5
2003 0 2 -1 0 1 0.8
2004 4 1 1 2 0 1.7

2002 Q1 3 3 3 5 4 3.2
Q2 2 1 0 7 5
Q3 3 4 0 6 5
Q4 1 2 -1 1 1 0.8

2003 Q1 0 2 -2 0 2 1.0
Q2 0 3 0 -3 1 0.7
Q3 1 2 -1 -2 1 0.4
Q4 0 2 0 5 0

2004 Q1 3 2 3 2 0 1.8
Q2 4 2 0 4 1
Q3 3 0 1 2 -1
Q4 6 1 2 1 1

2005 Q1 P 2 -1 -4 0 0 -0.4
Q2 P 2 0 0 4 1 1.0
Q3 P 1 1 -2 3 1 0.7

* Figure affected by September 2000 fuel protest
** 2001figures affected by impact of Foot and Mouth disease 

2.6
3.5

1.1

2.0
0.9
2.1
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Car and goods vehicle traffic by road class 
                                   
 
• Overall, car traffic remained virtually unchanged between the third 

quarters of 2004 and 2005.  
 
• Car traffic on Motorways was also virtually unchanged while there was 

an increase of 1 per cent on Rural A roads and a decrease of 3 per 
cent on Urban A roads.   Minor Rural and Minor Urban roads recorded 
increases of 3 and 1 per cent respectively. 

 
• Goods vehicle traffic remained virtually unchanged over the same 

period. 
 
• The largest rise in goods vehicle traffic was recorded on Minor Urban 

roads (8 per cent).  Goods vehicle traffic on motorways rose by 1 per 
cent, but there were falls of 2 per cent and 3 per cent on Rural A roads 
and Urban A roads respectively.  
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Table 4: Car and goods vehicle traffic by road class: Index numbers 
Seasonally adjusted index numbers  (1993=100)

Cars Goods vehicles

 
Motor-

way
Rural A 

roads
Urban A 

roads
Minor 
Rural

Minor 
Urban All roads

Motor-
way

Rural A 
roads

Urban A 
roads

Minor 
Rural

Minor 
Urban All roads

Estimated traffic in 1993 (bvkms) 51.9 91.3 64.7 46.3 83.9 338.1 8.9 8.8 3.1 1.8 1.7 24.3

1993 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1994 103.6 102.6 101.3 103.0 100.6 102.0 103.7 102.9 103.1 99.4 91.2 102.1
1995 107.8 105.1 103.4 103.2 100.8 103.9 108.8 106.3 101.3 98.8 89.9 104.9
1996 113.9 108.8 104.5 104.5 101.9 106.5 115.1 107.4 102.2 100.3 95.1 108.2
1997 119.1 111.2 104.2 106.0 102.4 108.2 120.7 109.6 101.3 101.0 92.2 110.7
1998 124.4 112.1 104.6 105.6 103.9 109.6 125.7 113.7 104.3 101.4 90.8 114.4
1999 127.8 114.3 105.3 106.2 106.7 111.6 129.5 113.8 100.7 107.2 93.8 116.0
2000 * 128.2 113.6 105.1 105.9 106.7 111.4 130.7 112.9 99.1 109.0 100.0 116.4
2001 ** 132.4 116.7 105.2 105.5 107.9 113.2 130.4 112.0 96.2 107.5 103.0 115.7
2002 135.6 119.5 105.9 110.7 111.7 116.2 130.8 114.3 94.4 107.2 107.6 116.8
2003 135.6 121.5 104.4 110.1 111.1 116.3 130.6 114.5 95.7 108.1 114.3 117.5
2004 139.9 123.0 105.9 112.8 110.2 117.7 137.7 117.0 99.7 105.6 110.1 121.0

Seasonally adjusted index numbers  (average quarter 1993=100)

2001 Q1 131.0 115.6 103.9 104.0 107.0 112.0 130.6 111.2 96.3 102.1 98.5 114.8
Q2 131.6 117.0 105.3 103.9 106.5 112.6 131.5 113.9 97.6 108.9 100.8 116.9
Q3 132.2 116.1 105.8 106.2 108.2 113.3 129.2 111.2 95.0 108.9 105.5 115.1
Q4 134.7 118.1 106.0 107.8 110.0 114.9 129.7 111.6 96.3 111.2 105.5 115.8

2002 Q1 135.4 118.1 106.5 109.7 110.5 115.5 130.6 113.4 93.7 106.6 105.5 116.1
Q2 135.3 118.5 105.7 112.3 111.0 115.9 129.7 113.0 93.7 106.6 107.8 115.8
Q3 136.0 120.7 106.0 112.3 113.0 117.2 131.9 116.2 95.0 108.9 105.5 117.9
Q4 135.7 120.6 105.5 108.5 112.3 116.3 130.6 114.8 95.0 104.4 112.5 117.1

2003 Q1 135.6 120.9 103.7 109.4 112.3 116.1 130.1 114.3 95.0 111.2 114.9 117.4
Q2 134.7 120.9 104.9 108.4 111.1 115.8 128.8 114.3 95.0 106.6 107.8 116.1
Q3 138.0 122.3 104.0 109.4 110.8 116.6 130.6 114.8 97.6 108.9 117.2 118.1
Q4 134.0 122.0 104.9 113.4 110.1 116.4 132.4 114.3 95.0 108.9 117.2 118.2

2004 Q1 137.8 123.5 106.8 112.3 110.6 117.8 135.5 116.2 97.6 104.4 110.2 119.6
Q2 139.6 123.2 105.0 112.7 110.5 117.6 137.8 117.5 98.8 106.6 119.6 121.9
Q3 140.0 122.0 105.4 112.1 109.6 117.1 138.7 116.6 100.1 104.4 112.5 121.4
Q4 142.1 123.2 106.5 114.1 110.0 118.4 139.6 118.4 101.4 106.6 98.5 121.7

2005 Q1 P 140.7 121.8 101.7 111.3 110.0 116.5 139.2 116.2 102.7 104.4 114.9 121.9
Q2 P 140.0 122.1 104.0 115.5 112.3 118.0 143.6 118.4 102.8 109.1 127.0 125.5
Q3 P 139.7 122.9 102.4 115.0 110.7 117.4 140.1 114.8 97.2 104.3 121.3 121.5

Percentage change on previous year
1994 3.6 2.6 1.3 3.0 0.6 2.0 3.7 2.9 3.1 -0.6 -8.8 2.1
1995 4.1 2.5 2.0 0.2 0.3 1.8 4.9 3.3 -1.8 -0.6 -1.4 2.7
1996 5.7 3.5 1.1 1.3 1.1 2.5 5.7 1.0 0.9 1.6 5.7 3.1
1997 4.6 2.2 -0.2 1.4 0.5 1.6 4.9 2.0 -0.9 0.6 -3.0 2.4
1998 4.4 0.8 0.4 -0.4 1.4 1.3 4.2 3.8 2.9 0.4 -1.5 3.3
1999 2.8 1.9 0.6 0.6 2.7 1.8 3.0 0.1 -3.4 5.7 3.3 1.4
2000 * 0.3 -0.6 -0.2 -0.2 0.0 -0.2 0.9 -0.8 -1.6 1.6 6.6 0.4
2001 3.2 2.7 0.2 -0.4 1.2 1.6 -0.2 -0.8 -2.9 -1.3 3.1 -0.6
2002 2.4 2.4 0.7 4.9 3.5 2.7 0.3 2.1 -1.8 -0.3 4.4 0.9
2003 0.0 1.7 -1.5 -0.5 -0.5 0.0 -0.2 0.1 1.3 0.8 6.2 0.6
2004 3.1 1.2 1.5 2.4 -0.8 1.3 5.5 2.3 4.2 -2.3 -3.7 3.1

2002 Q1 3 2 2 5 3 3 0 2 -3 4 7 1
Q2 3 1 0 8 4 3 -1 -1 -4 -2 7
Q3 3 4 0 6 4 3 2 4 0 0 0 2
Q4 1 2 0 1 2 1 1 3 -1 -6 7 1

2003 Q1 0 2 -3 0 2 1 0 1 1 4 9 1
Q2 0 2 -1 -3 0 0 -1 1 1 0 0 0
Q3 1 1 -2 -3 -2 0 -1 -1 3 0 11 0
Q4 -1 1 -1 4 -2 0 1 0 0 4 4 1

2004 Q1 2 2 3 3 -1 1 4 2 3 -6 -4
Q2 4 2 0 4 -1 2 7 3 4 0 11
Q3 1 0 1 2 -1 0 6 2 3 -4 -4
Q4 6 1 2 1 0 2 5 4 7 -2 -16 3

2005 Q1 P 2 -1 -5 -1 -1 -1 3 0 5 0 4 2
Q2 P 0 -1 -1 3 2 0 4 1 4 2 6 3
Q3 P 0 1 -3 3 1 0 1 -2 -3 0 8 0

* Figure affected by September 2000 fuel protest
** 2001figures affected by impact of Foot and Mouth disease 

-1

2
5
3
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